“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth.” The following lesson was presented at 1008 East Exchange Parkway, Allen, Texas by
William St John on April 16, 2016. We hope you enjoy, “At the Feet of Jesus.”

For the text tonight, I'd like to take from Revelation 1:10-18. The book of Revelation 1, we'll begin
reading at verse 10. John writes, “l was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great
voice, as of a trumpet, (11) Saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest,
write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna,
and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. (12)
And | turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, | saw seven golden candlesticks;
(13) And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment
down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. (14) His head and his hairs were white
like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; (15) And his feet like unto fine brass, as
if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. (16) And he had in his right hand
seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun
shineth in his strength. (17) And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; | am the first and the last: (18) | am he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.” Overlooking my
mistake, the reading of Revelation 1:10-18. Our feet are often considered less important. We often
neglect them - sometimes even to the point of crippling us. Even in the scriptures we're told in 1
Corinthians 12:15, “If the foot shall say, Because | am not the hand, | am not of the body; is it therefore
not of the body?” And in verse 21, “The eye cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of thee: nor again
the head to the feet, | have no need of you.” There are important things that happen at the feet. You
remember Paul said he was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel one of the greatest teachers of the law
(Acts 22:3). You remember how Mary was at Jesus feet to learn in Luke 10:39. One of the things that
occurs often at the feet of Jesus, is worship. Jesus went and ate in the house of Simon (not Simon Peter)
and you remember how the woman came to him and washed his feet. At the time of Christ, care for the
feet was more than a luxury,. It was a necessity. Traveling on the dusty roads - having someone to wash
your feet was a great source of refreshment - much like you or | might wash our face after a long
journey. Notice too, that in this account in Luke 7 that this woman literally worships Jesus when she
comes and is at His feet. Luke 7:36, “And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him.
And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. (37) And, behold, a woman in the city,
which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster
box of ointment, (38) And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears,
and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.
(39) Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if
he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for
she is a sinner. (40) And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, | have somewhat to say unto thee. And
he saith, Master, say on. (41) There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five
hundred pence, and the other fifty. (42) And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them
both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? (43) Simon answered and said, | suppose
that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. (44) And he turned
to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? | entered into thine house, thou gavest me
no water for my feet:” He didn’t take the time to give Jesus water. He didn’t have his servant wash
Jesus’ feet. But it says of this woman, “but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with



the hairs of her head. (45) Thou gavest me no kiss:” Which was a common greeting, “but this woman
since the time | came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. (46) My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but
this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. (47) Wherefore | say unto thee, Her sins, which are
many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. (48) And he
said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.” What an outpouring of love. She literally worships at Christ’s feet.
We too worship in truth when we love the truth and when you see Jesus traveling about the
countryside, you see many people falling at his feet. You remember the Syrophoenician woman in Mark
7:25-26. “For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came
and fell at his feet: (26) The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that
he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter.” Not everyone had fell at someone else's feet, but this
woman honored Jesus. But even great men fell at His feet. You remember the ruler, Jairus. The Bible
says in Mark 5:22, “Behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when
he saw him, he fell at his feet.” Now if he's a ruler of the synagogue, that makes him an older man.
Imagine then: here's a man older than Jesus falling at His feet in reverence to Him/in worship to Him.
(Mark 5:23) “And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: | pray thee,
come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.” Now, we know that we don't
worship men. In Acts 10:24-26 we're told, “And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea.” That is
Peter and his company. “And Cornelius waited for them, and had called together his kinsmen and near
friends. (25) And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped
him. (26) But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; | myself also am a man.” We are forbidden to worship
men, and Peter would not stand for this. (Quite contrary to many things that some religions today
believe) Why, we don't even worship angels. In Revelation 19:10 you recall where John said, “I fell at his
feet to worship him,” When the angel had revealed to him New Jerusalem and in all its beauty... when
he revealed the Bride of Christ coming down from Heaven, John was so beside himself (even though he
knew better) he fell at his feet to worship him. (Revelation 19:10b) “And he said unto me, See thou do it
not: | am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” In Revelation 22:8-9 John recounts this and said, “And |
John saw these things, and heard them. And when | had heard and seen, | fell down to worship before
the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. (9) Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for |
am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this
book: worship God.” | submit to you that if we today could see the glory of the church as John was
permitted to behold it, we too would fall down. We worship Jesus, we worship God. In Revelation 1:16-
17 as we read in our text, the Bible says that the vision John saw “And he had in his right hand seven
stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth
in his strength. (17) And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me,
saying unto me, Fear not; | am the first and the last:” When you think about Jesus, think about John the
Baptist's attitude toward Him. Now, John the Baptist was a prophet. He was the fulfillment of the
prophecy concerning Elijah... that Elijah would return before the Messiah came. And John was the
fulfillment of that prophecy, and so this great man, John, we're told of him in Acts 13:25, “as John
fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that | am? | am not he.” That is, not the Messiah, “But,
behold, there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet | am not worthy to loose.” Now a slave was
worthy to take his master's feet and take the buckles off them or the laces off them and to wash his feet
to remove his shoes... John said, “I’'m not even worthy to do that to Christ.”



There are a lot of things you can learn at the feet. | want to talk to you for just a moment about being
covetous. You know covetousness is not just a New Testament sin. There were those in the Old
Testament who were selfish... there were those who were covetous. In Joshua 7:1 we read, “The
children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of
Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was
kindled against the children of Israel.” And you remember how the lot was cast and they were brought
before Joshua until they found the one who had committed this crime. And when he is revealed in verse
20 he said unto Joshua, “Indeed | have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have |
done: (21) When | saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of
silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then | coveted them, and took them; and, behold,
they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.” Under his feet was his death
warrant. Why was it wrong for him to want those things? Why was it wrong for him to have gold or
silver? Normally it's not. Ah, but these belong to God. And that's the problem with covetousness. When
we become covetous, we're showing that we don't trust God to take care of us. When we feel like we've
just got to get more and more and more... we're showing lack of faith/lack of trust in the God of Heaven.
And notice the progression of this man, “I saw them... | coveted them... | desired them... | took them...
and | hid them” And as a result many would die. Well, now turn to the New Testament when the church
started - we see an example of just this kind of wickedness/this covetous attitude of trying to hold on to
our possessions... of making possessions more important than service to God. The Bible tells us in Acts
4:34-37 of a man and his wife by the name of Ananias and Sapphira. The Bible said, “Neither was there
any among them that lacked:” That is, that among the disciples... no one was lacking because those who
were in need, we're told, “for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought
the prices of the things that were sold, (35) And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution
was made unto every man according as he had need.” The Bible said in verse 35, “(they) laid them down
at the apostles’ feet... (36) Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being
interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, (37) Having land, sold it, and
brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.” Now, you know that land is not cheap. What if
some brother in the church had a hundred acres around here in a prime location and he decided out of
consideration for the poor, that he would sell that entire piece of land and he would bring all the money
and he would put it into the treasury of the church so that the church might be able to assist the
brethren who are in need? What would you think of them? Well, you'd probably pat them on the back.
We'd probably (if we knew about it) talk about their generosity and how unselfish they were. Well, no
doubt this is true of Joses... it's written in the Bible so that we can see it! How that he sold this land and
his name is “the son of consolation”. No doubt he was quite a consolation to those who were in need.
He was a blessing to them but there's another man and woman there. And as they see this, they want
that. You know how you like to be patted on the back? (For) somebody to tell you what a good job
you're doing... Somebody tell you what a great person you are... Doesn't it make you feel good when you
do something good? They wanted that feeling, but at the same token they kind of like that jingling
money in their pocket. And so they struck upon this idea that, “they don't know how much we sell the
land for... We can sell the land and keep part of it for ourselves and give the rest to them!” And so the
Bible says, “But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, (2) And kept
back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the
apostles' feet.” Both cases: at the apostles feet. One will bring a tremendous blessing, the other is going
to be the death warrant of two people. Now listen to Peter's answer, verse 9, “Peter said unto her”



when she came in. He died and when she came in he said, “How is it that ye have agreed together to
tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door,
and shall carry thee out. (10) Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and
the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.”
Selfishness... covetousness... Man and a woman killed for it... Punished of God for it. What's the
problem? Well, Peter said, “You didn't lie unto men, you lied unto God when you did this thing.” And
you'll note that he said, “You've tempted the Spirit of the Lord.” We need to put covetousness in its
proper perspective: when our business and our jobs take precedence over God's word and His Kingdom
and faithfulness, we've got the wrong job. Far better for us to be poor and have but a handful than both
hands full with travail and trouble. We must beware of covetousness as the Bible taught us. Remember
Jesus told His disciples, “Beware of covetousness” and again it's repeated by the apostles.

I’'m reminded of the story of a young boy and his elderly grandmother. It was said that every Sunday,
grandmother would take the boy to church and they would go downtown afterwards and buy an ice
cream cone to share. He having his and her having hers. And that was a special treat for them. And one
particular Sunday grandmother was not feeling well so she told the boy he'd have to go to church by
himself today and he was glad to do that. She gave him the money: one quarter for him and one quarter
to put in the offering plate and one for an ice cream after the church. And so, the boy is on his way
down there and he comes to an old wooden bridge and as a boy will do he's flipping the coins in the air
and playing with it and it drops. Well unfortunately, it hit and bounced and went right between the slats
in the bridge. And he watched it as it ker-plunked into the water and swiveled out of sight. And he said,
“Oh, my there went the Lord's quarter.”

Now that's the way we are, isn't it? You know the first thing we start thinking about (if we're not careful)
when things tighten up is: “Maybe we don't have to put as much in contribution.” Well now Peter said,
“While it was your own, it was in your power.” But when you decide how much you're going to give to
the Lord you'd best not play with it because you may condemn your soul. In Job 29:15 Job said, “l was
eyes to the blind; feet to the lame.” In the case of Abigail in 1 Samuel 15:24 you remember her husband
the boorish man and David was going to kill him for his wickedness. But it was Abigail... dear sweet
Abigail who interceded for her boorish husband. The Bible said, “She fell at David’s feet and said unto
me, “Upon me my lord, upon me let this iniquity be. Let thine handmaid | pray thee speak in thine
audience and hear the words of thy handmaid.” What a beautiful attitude. “I'll take the blame.” That's
not what we like to do, is it? We want to blame someone else. All the way back to the Garden of Eden:
“It's the woman that you gave me.” “It's the serpent that beguiled me.” Rather than own up to the fact:
“it was my own wickedness.”

In December 31%, 1989 the Chicago tribune printed the photos of the decade. One of them by Michael
Friar captured a grim fireman and a paramedic carrying a fire victim away from one of the scenes. The
blaze had happened in Chicago in December of 1984. And at first it seemed like a routine fire but then
the firefighters discovered the bodies of a mother and five children huddled in the kitchen of an
apartment. Friar said, “The firefighters surmised she could have escaped with two or three of the
children, but she couldn't decide whom to pick.” She chose to wait with all of them for the firefighters to
arrive. And all of them died of smoke inhalation.

You just don't leave those you love. And here's the real problem with selfishness, brethren; our children
pay the price. When we are selfish, we teach them to be covetous. When we are covetous, we set them



on a path that may well destroy their soul. And if it doesn't, it will cause them untold misery in their life.
| think of John the Baptist and his attitude in John 3:27-30, “John answered and said, A man can receive
nothing, except it be given him from heaven. (28) Ye yourselves bear me witness, that | said, | am not
the Christ, but that | am sent before him. (29) He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of
the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice:
this my joy therefore is fulfilled.” John describes himself as “the best man” (we would call him) and then
listen to what he said of Jesus, “(30) He must increase, but | must decrease.” John was better known
than Jesus. John was known by those in power. John was well respected of in the country when Jesus
came on the scene. And yet John's attitude was not, “He's taking away my glory.” “He's taking away my
honor.” His attitude was, “l have to decrease and He must increase.” Is that our attitude toward one
another? Do we want to see others successful? Are we a little jealous about that? A little selfish?

That brings me to the next question; When we're covetous and we don't fall humbly at Jesus feet... Are
we really thankful? Do we really appreciate what He's done for us? Do you realize tonight where you
could be and where you would be were not for God's love? In Luke17:12-17 the Bible tells us of a certain
village that had 10 men that were lepers. | cannot think of a disease much more horrible than leprosy.
I’'ve seen some horribly disformed people in this life with cancer and some of the things that they face.
But the idea of just slowly sloughing off your fingers and your feet and being stinking and people afraid
of you. Do you know what it means when you get leprosy? Nobody will touch you. Your wife will never
hug you again. Your children... Your grandchildren cannot come to you/they cannot touch you. You are a
leper. Ten men in this village had leprosy and these men, when Jesus came through this town, stood afar
off. That's what they had to do. They lifted up their voices and they cried unto Jesus, “Jesus, master,
have mercy on us!” They had heard about Him. And when He saw them, He said unto them, “Go show
yourselves unto the priests.” And it came to pass as they went, they were cleansed. You see, leprosy for
some reason... sometimes would abate and just stop. It wasn't always terminal. And so whenever you
thought it had cleared up then you could go to the priest, he would examine it again, if it's still that way
you're still a leper. But if you're cleansed he'll shut you up for another week and then he'll look at it
again and if you're cleansed then they say you are cleansed and you can go back into society. And so
they go to the priest. But before they even get there, they begin to notice their leprosy is gone. Those
fingers that had been falling away had been renewed. The stench was gone. One of them when he saw
that he was healed turned back and with a loud voice glorified God. But he didn't just glorify Him in loud
voice, the Bible said, “He fell down on his face at His feet giving Him thanks.”

| don't know when it was in our society that we became so proper, that so few people kneel in prayer. It
was not always so. And the first time | went down to Mexico and was in the congregation at Saltillo and
every single member of the congregation got down upon their knees including a little lady about 70
years old that had to have two walking sticks to walk. | was humbled. And | remember what sister Nell
said, she said, “You know, when | went down here | just thought: how could that be proper for me to do
that as old as | am and being a lady?” And she said, “One morning | looked back and saw her struggling
to get down.” She said, “I never had a problem with it again.”

Now, there are different poses in the Bible of people praying; prostrate upon the ground, standing and
praying... And certainly kneeling to pray is not something that is required of it. But what | wonder is; has
the attitude involved changed? Is our attitude toward God still one of; humble. Would we fall at Jesus
feet if He came in here tonight? Jesus said of this man, “He was a Samaritan.” Not somebody you'd
expect to be thankful. Not somebody you would expect to behold Jesus and fall upon his face at His feet.



| remember an old gentleman who went to church a few times and one of the things that bothered him
is... he said, “You know, | don't understand why men will put down a little handkerchief on the ground
before they put their knee on it to pray.” Well | suppose that's neither here nor there. Some of the
things we do may well reveal an attitude in our heart. And one that needs to be examined. We fall at the
feet of Jesus asking for His help. But do we fall contrite in our hearts to Him and praise Him.

Years ago a wealthy English family was entertaining friends at their home. Children swam, one ventured
out into deep water over his head he began to drown. The gardener heard the other children screaming.
He jumped into the water and saved the child. The youngster's name: Sir Winston Churchill... at that
time just “Winston”. Deeply grateful to the gardener, the parents asked how they could ever repay him
for what he'd done. He hesitated and then he said, “l wish my son could go to college someday to be a
doctor.” He probably thought about that a lot and knew that it wasn't possible. But this was an
opportunity he couldn't pass. And Churchill’s parents said, “He will. We will pay his way.” Years later
when Sir Winston was prime minister of England, he contracted pneumonia and was deathly ill. The best
physician the king could find was called to the bedside of the ailing leader. His name was Alexander
Fleming... Sir Alexander Fleming, the developer of penicillin, the son of the gardener who long ago saved
a drowning Winston Churchill. Churchill would later remark, “Rarely has a man owed his life twice to the
same persons.”

Do you not see that when we are kind and thankful that we only bless ourselves? What if the parent's
attitude had been, “Oh, that costs too much! Something less than that.” What if they'd not been so
magnanimous? What if they had not been quite so thankful for their son's life? Then we might not have
penicillin today. Are you thankful tonight? We as believers owe a debt of gratitude in service to the Lord
because He made us and He saved us. Are you thankful for the Gospel? In Romans 10:15 we're told,
“And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” The apostles and prophets were
said to have beautiful feet. And the reason was; those feet would bring them to the people and those
people would then hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Today that message is available to the world. Today
we have God's message in the written word, how thankful are you for it? Let's see, this is the middle of
April already... March... January, February, March, April... We're almost a third of the way through the
year. You remember four months ago what happened? You said, “I’'m going to read the bible through
this year.” Are you still doing it? Ah, we forget, don't we? We get busy, don't we? And yet the Bible is
such a precious thing. We need to read it. We need to study it. We need to meditate upon it and be
thankful for it. And as we consider these attitudes, | suppose we could best sum them up under the idea
of humility. What does God require of us? but to love mercy, to do justly, and to walk humbly with thy
God?” The apostle Paul said in 1% Corinthians 15:9, “For | am the least of the apostles, that am not meet
to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God.” In Ephesians 3:8 he said, “Unto me,
who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given...” To Timothy he said in 1 Timothy 1:15 “This
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners;
of whom | am chief.” Now look closely at Paul’s attitude; if you want to compare me to the apostles, |
am the least of the apostles. If you want to compare me to church members at large, | am less than the
least of all saints. If you want to compare me to everyone in the world, | am the chief of sinners. | am the
biggest of all sinners. What an attitude of humility! How important are you? How much have you
accomplished? What's really important to you? One of the things | occasionally like to ask people is;
what is your greatest success in life?



John Flavel said, “They that know God will be humble. (And those) that know themselves cannot be
proud.”

In 1986 in the Black Sea off the coast of Russia, two ships collided. 1986 is modern day - hundreds of
passengers died as they were hurled into the icy waters below. News of the disaster was further
darkened when an investigation revealed the cause of the accident. You see, it was not a technological
problem. It wasn't radar malfunction. It was not night. It was not a thick fog. You know why they
collided? Two stubborn captains who did not want to give way. And when it became too late to give
way, nothing could do... nothing could stop the disaster.

Too proud... Too lifted up... Too important... Do you ever get your feelings hurt because somebody didn't
ask you to lead a song? Do you ever get your feelings hurt because somebody came along and they were
preoccupied and didn't speak to you? You see, we all have a touch of pride, don't we? | love what God
said to King Saul, “When thou wast little, ...” (And we need to be little) Do we love others more than we
love ourselves? Do we put them first? Paul said, “...in the last days perilous times shall come. Men
should be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy.” We have reared a society of people who are full of themselves and do not think of
others. How do you feel about your brother and sister tonight? Do you think you're a hand or a foot? Do
you think because you're a foot you're not important to the church? Do you think because you can't lead
singing we don't need you? Do you think because you can't get up here and preach you're not
important? Or do you look down upon your brother and think, “Well, they can't do what | can do and so
they're not as important?” That is exactly the attitude Paul is dealing with in 1* Corinthians that there
were those who thought themselves to be important and therefore could say to others, “You're not
important.” And those who were not as important and they would look at others and say, “I’'m not
important.” Both attitudes are wrong. If we think we're better than others, we're wrong. If we think
we're not important in the body of Christ, we are wrong. And both things are pride. One is lifted up with
pride because he thinks he's too valuable. One is lifted up with pride because he thinks he ought to be
more valuable. And the church suffers for that, brethren. We must humble ourselves. In John 13:5 we
read of Jesus, “After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to
wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.” If you think you're important (or more exactly)... if
you think you're so important that some things are beneath you, then watch as your master, the God of
Heaven, washes some dirty feet.

George Washington Carver, the scientist who developed hundreds of useful products for the peanut,
said, “When | was young | said to God, ‘God, tell me the mystery of the universe.” But God answered,
‘That knowledge is reserved for Me alone.”” So he said, “I said to God, ‘God tell me the mystery of the
peanut.” Then God said, ‘Well George, that's more nearly your size.” And He told me.” And when you
realize how many wonderful things he developed from a “lowly” peanut because he was humble. They
said to Winston Churchill, ... “Doesn't it just thrill you to know every time you get up to make a speech
that the halls are filled to overflowing?” He said, “It's quite flattering.” But he said, “You know, when |
feel that way, | just always remember that if instead of making a political speech | was being hanged...
the crowd would be twice as big.” Well, you know, sometimes gospel preachers go off and preach
sermons and they feel a little neglected because the crowd's not too big. Well, if we were to die |
suppose our crowd would be bigger too for our funeral. But that's a matter of pride. And that's as far
from God and what He would have us to be. Listen to Jesus as he speaks in Philippians 2:5-8 through the
apostle Paul, “Let this mind” (this attitude) “be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: (6) Who, being in



the form of God,” (And He existed as God) “thought it not robbery to be equal with God:” Not
something to grasp as a robber might. Not something to hold onto... “(7) But made himself of no
reputation,” He set all that glory of Heaven aside. He set that power aside. “(He) took upon him the
form of a servant, (He) was made in the likeness of men: (8) And being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself,” Humility is not a natural trait. It’s something you do. It's something every one of us is
capable of doing... humbling ourselves... “and (He) became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.”

Lastly tonight, | would consider with you very quickly the idea of judgment. Someday, we will stand
before the God of Heaven. The Bible says in Romans 14:11, “... every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confess to God.” Philippians 2:10 “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;” There's coming a time when we will
humble ourselves before God. But what attitude do we have? When He was being crucified? Some
people bowed their knee and mocked Him. Their worship was not genuine. They pierced his hands and
his feet, and yet Jesus in His great love would say, “Father, forgive them”. Forgiveness is so critical,
brethren. And if there is one thing we can learn at the feet of Jesus; it's to forgive others. Remember,
“Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? till
seven times? (22) Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times
seven” in a day. We desperately need forgiveness. God is willing to forgive you, but only on His terms. If
you believe in Christ, and will repent of your sins and confess your faith in him and be baptized into
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins... You rise up as a new creature in that baptism. And that going
down in the water you contacted the blood of Jesus Christ. We are baptized into His death. We are
buried with Him by baptism into death. We rise and we have put on Christ and He has washed away our
sins. He has cast them away from us. He has forgiven us. We desperately need forgiveness, but if God
forgave us the way we forgive others we might be in serious trouble. But the fact of the matter is, He
does. He will forgive you just like you forgive others. Simply put, if you don't forgive others, He won't
forgive you. Jesus said, “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts
forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.” We need to forgive and we need to be forgiven.

There's a Spanish story of a father and son in Madrid, who had become estranged. Oh something said...
one thing led to another... the son ran away in anger... after a while it cooled down and the father went
to look for his son because he didn't come home. He searched everywhere he knew he'd be. He wasn't
there. Days stretched into weeks, weeks into months... The father was frantic and could not find his son.
Finally, in a last, desperate effort to find him, the father put an ad in the Madrid newspaper and the ad
simply read, “Dear Paco, meet me in front of this newspaper office at noon on Saturday. All is forgiven. |
love you, Your Father.” The father dreaded Saturday morning. He had so many disappointments but he
made his way down to the newspaper office. Along about noon and as he turned the corner the street
was filled 800 “Pacos” had showed up. Each one of them looking for forgiveness and the love of their
father.

Are you looking for your Father's love? Won't you let Him love you? Won't you let Him wash your feet?
Won't you let Him forgive you and then be faithful to Him? You know, as parents, when our children
leave we suffer. But at least at night we can go to bed and it's off of our mind for a while. God doesn't go
to bed at night. Every day that you're away from Him... Every moment that you're away from Him, He
feels it/He knows it. And He yearns for your return. He will not violate your rights to choose. But don't
ever think that means He doesn't love you or wants you to come back. And if you've never known that



love by being obedient to Him, you may think you know God's love and you think God loves you... But
remember God is the one who decides how that's done. And yes, He loves you. He let His Son die for
you. But if you want to be His child, if you want to be a member of His House, you have to repent. You
can't live any way you want to. You have to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. You have to confess
that name before men. And you have to be baptized, because that's what He commanded. “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” “Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins.” “Arise and
be baptized.” Wash away thy sins.” “The like figure went to even baptism to also now save us.” There's
no question of what He wants. The question is; will you do it?



