
…the selection of them. And I think the singing was very beautiful this morning as we come upon this - 

our time to worship God in spirit and in truth. We are going to study for a short time this morning, what 

I’m thinking will turn into (I think) my next series on the beatitudes and those are… we’re going to look 

at the first one this morning found in Matthew the 5th chapter. You know, back in my college days… 

look back to them a few times… I actually studied communication and speech and persuasion. And in my 

persuasion class or “Rhetorical Analysis” as they called it… we studied some speeches like Martin Luther 

King gave “I have a dream…” where he repeated “I have a dream” throughout it to make his points. It's a 

rhetorical device where you repeat the same phrase again and again. It’s called an ‘Anaphora’ and Jesus 

uses it here in the beatitude by saying over and over again, “Blessed are… the poor in spirit, Blessed are 

those that mourn, Blessed are the meek, … those that hunger thirst after righteousness” He’s using this 

… rhetorical device here too call out the traits that He wants in His followers… in us. And He called us 

traits and He said, “Blessed are these… happy spiritually are these that have these traits, because God 

had something special in store for them… a blessing.” And we find that these traits … that God has they 

are basically in direct contradiction to what the world would say is important. Jesus points out that in 

the last one that we're not going to be popular if we follow this path. If we display these attitudes (if you 

will) that we will be persecuted. We will not be looking upon favorably. And it will challenge us in the 

ways that we live our life. So we are going to look at the first one this morning, the first beatitude, the 

“blessed are the poor in spirit”. And we're going to note what it means to be poor in spirit. (It will) be 

our first point. Also … how that relationship to the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Heaven and we’ll 

learn some practical lessons in the end of how to develop that attitude. So this is going to kind of be our 

outline of our sermon today. So let's learn what this attitude is and what we're called to be. Blessed are 

the poor in spirit. What does that mean? Jesus said that we ought to be this - that we ought to be poor 

in spirit. When I first started thinking about this sermon I thought there are some verses out there that 

would seem to contradict this thought. One of them is 1 Peter 4:18 that said, “If the righteous scarcely 

be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” Jesus said in Matthew 6:20-21 that, “Lay up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt…” These things seem to 

suggest that we should be spiritually rich, not spiritually poor. So this must not mean what Jesus meant. 

There's another type of poverty that we are to strive for and so we should not be confusing these verses 

here. So obviously there's a different one that we should see. He says, “Blessed are the poor in sprit for 

theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.” What does He mean by this? Simply, that we need to be of humble 

spirits. If we put the word humble in place of poor, we kind of get an understanding (perhaps) of what 

Jesus meant… We are humble spirits then the Kingdom of Heaven is of ours. In Mark 2:17 Jesus said 

unto them, “They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call 

the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Put another way poor in spirit means we realize we have an 

inability to save ourselves. We have a need for a savior… for a Redeemer… for Jesus Christ. Because if 

we don't realize this need we're not going to seek out the Kingdom of heaven. We're not going to think 

that it's important. And the Kingdom will never be ours. Revelation 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, 

and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and 

miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” I think we now have a good understanding of what it means 

to be poor in spirit the way that Jesus used it in these beatitudes so let's look at our Old Testament 

reference. Isaiah 57:15 “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 

Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 

spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” I think paraphrasing this verse, “The 

Lord is gracious, He is holy, He is the One who renewed the inner man, He refreshes the fainting soul, He 



gives encouragement and sufficient strength to those who are in need, He is kind to those that are 

oppressed and of lowly spirit, He revives the spirit of the humble, He refreshes the heart of oppressed. 

Isaiah was talking and was teaching here that righteousness is the only basis on which sinful man can be 

justified in the sight of God… insight of the Holy and Exalted One who lives forever whose name is Holy. 

But like those that are around her, Israel lacked that standard of holiness that was required to be 

accepted of God… to stand in His presence he needed to have fellowship with Him. It is only repentant 

sinners who are given peace with God. It is only those who are of contrite heart/lowly spirit who will be 

revived by God and redeemed. Jeremiah 40:29 says, “We have heard the pride of Moab, (he is 

exceeding proud) his loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, and the haughtiness of his heart.” Now, 

King James version there needs some translation… there are some new versions that kind of have given 

better insight if you just read a different version. So I'm going to give you a different version here, the 

New English Bible, “We have heard of Moab's pride, and proud indeed he is. Proud, presumptuous, 

overbearing, insolent. I know his insolence, says the Lord; His boasting is false, false are his deeds.” 

We're starting to see the need to be humble, the dangers of pride. Which lead us to our next point; the 

worldly value that is opposite of being poor in spirit. In Greek mythology, Narcissus is a handsome young 

man who catches sight of his reflection in a pool. He falls in love with his own image and topples into the 

water and drowns. It’s supposed to give you a lesson on pride and the dangers of pride. We’re warned 

over and over again throughout the Bible of the dangers of pride. In Psalm 10:4, “The wicked, through 

the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.” The Bible scholar 

Matthew Arnold didn't write this hymn but he said of “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”… said it is 

one of the great hymns that there is the English language. He had such admiration for it. He sung it, he 

quoted it on his deathbed. It was written in 1707 by Isaac Watts, the hymn was inspired by the words of 

the apostle Paul Galatians 6:14 “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” We recall the words of the hymn,  

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride.  

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood.” 

Pride can take a lot of forms. The worst, I think, is when pride concerns our spiritual health/our spiritual 

security. Pride can make us much poorer in a lot of ways, but pride when it comes to our spiritual soul is 

very dangerous. Proverbs 11:2, “When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is 

wisdom.” In Proverbs 13:10 “Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.” 

The book of Proverbs and (I think) the Bible uses pride and we use pride (I think) in a couple of different 

ways. There is a pride that we… I guess we should have that we need. A good form… admirable… even 

acceptable sometimes or what we would say is even necessary. It's associated with self-respect and 



personal dignity. You know, Trina will sometimes tell me, you know, take a little pride in how I look and 

don't wear those ugly shoes out or something like that. I could turn back and say, you know, “pride 

cometh before a fall”… but what she's talking about is the type of pride that we actually need. we need 

to have some personal dignity. We need to be respected by those around us. For example, Acts 2:47, 

“Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as 

should be saved.” We need to have that type of respect for people to believe us… to be convinced that 

what we're doing is right and good. I think there is a very fine line between that and the bad type of 

pride; arrogance, self-esteem, self-important and so on. Webster defines it: “the quality or state of 

being proud: inordinate self-esteem; conceit.” 1 John 2:15-17, “Love not the world, neither the things 

that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (16) For all that is in 

the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 

of the world. (17) And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 

abideth for ever.” In John the 13th chapter we find Jesus… the disciples of Jesus would not wash one 

another feet. They thought it was beneath them… they thought it would make them appear inferior to 

their position that they should have been among the disciples and in the Kingdom. Jesus deflated their 

egos by washing their feet. We remember that story and showing that even though Jesus was the 

greatest (no disputing there) that He served all. There is many that pride destroys today. We look at 

Felix. Felix was almost willing to become a Christian but pride stopped him from taking that step. But 

almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian, “Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient 

season, I will call for thee.” Pride cost Annanias and Saphira their lives when they attempted to lie to the 

Holy Spirit about the land they had sold and that they said they had given all the price of that land. They 

did not. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” I think we’re beginning to… 

when we think about that now and the things that we put together so far… I think we understand how 

beautiful the thought that it is being conveyed here really is… that we must be humble - we must 

humble ourselves in order to be ready candidates for the Kingdom of Heaven. We have to assume the 

role of a beggar spiritually to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Pride can cause us to not admit wrongs… 

not to admit our sins… not have compassion for our fellow men. It can cause us a lot of problems. It can 

cause us to live beyond our means. Romans 13:8 tells us not to any man anything. We all have debts (no 

doubt) that we manage… but to live beyond our means. [Indistinct] Pride can tell/want us to keep up 

with our neighbors and keep up with those around us and live beyond what we are really capable of 

doing. We cannot do that. Pride can lead us to rebellion. Psalm 10:4, “The wicked, through the pride of 

his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.” Pride can lead to apostasy. In 1 

Timothy 3:6, “Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.” 

And less being lifted up with pride. A Chinese proverb says, “He who stands on pedestal has no place but 

to step off.” You can say it in a different way… We say, “What goes up, has to come down.” But the idea 

is there and you put yourself up, eventually you have to step down and that will… and “…pride goeth 

before a fall.” Let's move on to the reward of being poor in spirit; the Kingdom of Heaven. Now, most 

versions read, “…For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” The Greek, however, seems to indicate the 

meaning of this more like “the Kingdom of Heaven is comprised of these” “the Kingdom of Heaven is of 

them.” So what is the relationship? When I think about the relationship I think about a few passages. 

One of them is Matthew 18. Jesus disciples came to Jesus saying, “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom?” 

“And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, (3) And said, Verily I say unto 

you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 

heaven. (4) Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the 



kingdom of heaven. (5) And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. (6) But 

whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone 

were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” Another passage I'm 

thinking of is Mark 10:13-16, “And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and 

his disciples rebuked those that brought them. (14) But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and 

said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the 

kingdom of God. (15) Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little 

child, he shall not enter therein. (16) And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and 

blessed them.” Jesus pointed out in both of these passages that children are an example of the citizens 

of His Kingdom. Childlike faith is a virtue. It's good trust in God the way a child would trust in his good 

and powerful earthly father… earthly parents. Children should put their trust in them for wisdom, for 

protection, for provisions, or vision. Christians who learned to put their trust in their Heavenly Father 

the same way will live abundantly. As children of God we should emulate this as children depend upon 

their parents. Ephesians 5:1 says, “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;” Aside from 

children I also thought of this passage in Matthew 19 He said unto His disciples, “Verily I say unto you, 

That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. (24) And again I say unto you, It is easier 

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. (25) 

When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? (26) But 

Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are 

possible.” Over the years Bible commentators have taken a couple approaches to this scripture. 

Exploring the meaning of it… One of them which had, you know, pretty wide acceptance among 

Christians because of kind of the beauty of the imagery of it there… it holds that in ancient times there 

was this small gate cut into the wall that… kind of an after-hours gate that one after nightfall (when the 

main gates closed) the city closed, this small gate remained open and it was called the eye of the needle. 

And you could easily pass a man through but a camel couldn’t. So a camel, they said, you’d have to 

unload his burdens and the camel would have to get down on its knees and would have to crawl through 

the gate. The idea there of the rich man unloading his worldly possessions and kneeling in prayer… that 

imagery there… Unfortunately I think there are some problems with this illustration. One of them; the 

camels anatomy does not allow for it to crawl like that. It doesn't happen, but more seriously, however, 

the fact that there is absolutely no evidence of such a gate… small gate in the times of Jesus Christ. One 

could see them today in Jerusalem and Damascus and local tour guides may call them out and say this a 

gate called the eye of the needle but it wasn't there about until the 12th century. The other explanation 

is that Jesus is using a deliberate hyperbole - an exaggeration for the purpose of making an emphasis. 

It's common in that part of the world. For example, a Greek saying it's easier to hide five elephants 

under one arm then they thought something that was extremely hard to do… things like raising two 

boys and a daughter. Jesus used hyperbole in Matthew 23:24, “Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, 

and swallow a camel.” Now obviously those who he was addressing His words to, wasn’t really thinking 

they were going to swallow a camel. But back to our point, those who understand their dependence on 

Jesus are going to be the ones that make up come the Kingdom. So, before we leave this point; What is 

the Kingdom? Kingdom is the Church. Matthew 16:18-19, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (19) And I will 

give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” The Kingdom is 

the Church. We will need to be ready for it. So, how do we develop this attitude? We can be citizens of 



the Kingdom. We turn to James 4:7-10, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you. (8) Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 

purify your hearts, ye double minded. (9) Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned 

to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. (10) Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift 

you up.” Submit yourself therefore to God. Recognize that our complete dependence upon God and His 

mercy. In Titus 3:3 “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 

lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. (4) But after that the 

kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, (5) Not by works of righteousness which 

we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 

the Holy Ghost;” We have to submit ourselves to God, be willing to do that in order to put those things 

behind us. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 2 Timothy 2:22 says “Flee also youthful lusts: but 

follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” When 

we think about fleeing things I have to think about Joseph and how he fled and how had to flee out of 

that lust and left his clothes behind. It cost him a lot immediately there down in Egypt… But it's… We 

always find that we find a way to face our temptations. Ephesians 4:25-28 tells us, “Wherefore putting 

away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. (26) Be ye 

angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: (27) Neither give place to the devil. (28) 

Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is 

good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” Ephesians 6:11 says, “Put on the whole armour of 

God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” We need to be able to face our 

temptations. We need to be prepared for them… to do what is needed to get away from them. It says, 

“Draw nigh to God” and this… I will point us to Hebrews 10:20-23 says, “By a new and living way, which 

he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; (21) And having an high priest over 

the house of God; (22) Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. (23) Let us hold fast the 

profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)” This verse… this reading 

here says a lot. I think the first two verses in verses 20 and 21 talks about things that God has done this 

new and living way… this new and living covenant that we have… the church that Jesus gave… and 

became our High Priest… and then it tells us what we need to do in the next verses there. It says, “let us 

draw near…” Just because God has prepared a plan does not mean that we have nothing left to do 

except to let God do everything. We have something to do as well. It says, “Let us draw near with a true 

heart. Faith having our heart sprinkled and conscious… and talks about baptism… and then it says 

“holding fast our profession of our faith without wavering” then adds a parenthetical… “For He is faithful 

that promised” God created the plan. We do our part. He’ll do His part. He is faithful and promised and 

we will be added to the Kingdom and 0we will be saved in that great and final day. Hebrews 7:19 “For 

the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto 

God.” It is important that we are able to draw nigh to God so that he can draw near to us. Then it says, 

“Cleanse your hands, ye sinners;…” 2 Corinthians 7:1, “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, 

let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

We need to make this action as well to cleanse ourselves. 1 John 1:8-10 says, “If we say that we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (9) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (10) If we say that we have not sinned, 

we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” And then it says to, “be afflicted and mourn and weep…” 

and that’s kind of starting get into the next beatitude (mourning, “blessed are those that mourn”) But 



we’re going to suffice this morning to go to 2 Corinthians 7:10 says, “For godly sorrow worketh 

repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” Just… We 

look at Judas and think of Judas. Judas was very sorry… ended up being very sorry for what he did 

betraying Jesus Christ. He tried to give the money back and make things right… That didn't work. He cast 

that money down, he went out and hanged himself. (He) did not… his sorrow did not produce the right 

results. Just being sorry does not produce the right results it has to be Godly sorrow that worketh 

repentance… that drives us in action… put this into action that is the type of sorrow and mourning and 

weeping that we are looking for. James 4:10 says, “Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord and He shall 

lift you up.” Kind of a restatement of our beatitude. He said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, theirs is the 

Kingdom of God.” “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, He will lift you up.” Have you made 

yourself poor in spirit? I want to conclude with this parable we find in Luke 18:10-14 Jesus said, “Two 

men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. (11) The Pharisee 

stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. (12) I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

(13) And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote 

upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. (14) I tell you, this man went down to his house 

justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that 

humbleth himself shall be exalted.” We can’t overstate the importance of being poor in spirit. Blessed 

are the poor in spirit, the poor in spirit comprise the Kingdom of Heaven. 


