Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour: The following lesson was presented at 1008 East Exchange Parkway, Allen, TX by Fred
Hamrick on July 31, 2022. We hope you enjoy, Do You Think That Satan is a Fool?

| appreciate the presence of everyone this morning. | appreciate the opportunity to be your speaker and
as always, it's my prayer and intent that | will say things that will be of encouragement and edifying to
everyone and that | would say nothing that would be of hindrance to anyone who is striving to live a life
for Christ. When someone mentions 'Satan’, We often wonder what they really think or mean when they
mention him. Some believe he is; evil, the deceiver, a tempter, a roaring lion seeking to devour us, a
horned individual with fiery eyes, a forked tail, and a pitchfork in his hand. Some think Satan is not even
real though. But we are told he is an adversary of man and opposes us. Some even think Satan is foolish
for even trying to tempt us to leave our belief in God. But my question this morning is; Do You Think That
Satan is a Fool? As we believe (as Christians) the devil is a wicked spirit, a real personality, and not a
myth. Neither Christ nor any other inspired person ever made light of Satan. Rather, they recognize him
and his evil works and warned us against them. In James 4:7, James tells us to, "Submit ourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from us." We can arm ourselves and help to flee if we
have the armor that God has provided us. "with our loins girded about with truth, the breastplate of
righteousness, "our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, "a shield of faith, a helmet of
salvation, "and a sword of the spirit which is the word of God." You can read in Ephesians 6:10-13. But
today, there are many religions and doctrines in the world that we need to think about and briefly take a
look at this morning. And | think it will be helpful for us to study some of their beliefs and see how it
applies to what they really think of satan. The religion of "universalism" is a belief that everyone will be
saved and no one will be lost. They believe that the devil is a fool for working to get our souls. But Jesus
told Simon Peter, "Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: You can
read in Luke 22:31. Satan desires all of us. "Universalism" is not true because not everyone will be saved.
When we look at Matthew 7:13-14, we read there, "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate,
and broad is the way, "that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: "(14) Because
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, "which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." So we
see that there are definitely two ways that we can travel; either the broad way or the narrow way. Again
in the same chapter in verses 21-23, we read, "Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; "but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. "(22) Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord have we not prophesied in thy name? "and in thy name cast out devils?
and in thy name done man wonderful works? "(23) and then | will profess unto them, | never knew you:
"depart from me ye that work iniquity." We are confronted by the devil everyday. And if he were a fool,
he would leave us alone. Because if we believe that everyone will be saved, then there's no need for him
to even try to give us a hard time in our life. 1 Peter 4:17, Peter says, "For the time is come that
judgment must begin at the house of God: "and if it first begin at us, what shall the end of them that
obey not the gospel of God?" There will be a price to pay and the devil knows that price. He knows that
we have a chance to lose our life. Peter says theres a time (or a season) that judgment (a severe trial) will
come upon the house of God (which is the church and the family of God). And if it begins with us, then
what do you think it will be for those that refuse to obey God. In Galatians 6:7-8 it reads, "Be not
deceived; God is not mocked: "for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. "(8) For he that
soweth to his flesh shall ... reap corruption: "but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting." If we should think that we can sow one thing and reap another, then we are the one who is
a fool. We all can have the power to do what we will and to make up our own mind. We would (or could)



defy God by overwriting His plans and arrangements for us. The present life is the "seed" time and the
future will be what we "harvest". He who sows sparingly shall reap sparingly. And of course, if we sow
the wrong seed, we will reap death and destruction. So the devil knows a whole lot about what he's
doing and he fools us. If the doctrine (that is also preached) of "election" and "pre-destination" is true,
Then the devil (again) is foolish to be engaged in his business. He would already have you (or he would
not lose you)... Or he would not have you and not be able to gain you. The doctrine is not true. We read
in Matthew 11:28-30, It says, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest. "(29) Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; "for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. "(30) For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." God's yoke is an easy thing to
bear. It's not something that burdens us/drags us down, But it is something that we can carry and enjoy
a lifetime of serving Him. Peter tells us in Acts 2:40 "And with many other words did he testify and
exhort, saying, "Save yourselves from this untoward generation." Again in Acts 13:46, we're told there,
"Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, "It was necessary that the word of God should first have
been spoken to you: (referring to the Jews) "but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." Because the Jews refused to hear the word,
they turned then to the Gentiles and gave them the benefit of being saved through the gospel of Christ.
In 2 Peter 1:10, Peter tells us, "Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence "to make your calling and
election sure: "for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:" We can make our calling and election sure.
"to make" means "to do for one's self." We have to make that decision for ourselves. God calls by the
gospel and He elects only those who place themselves in the way of salvation through obedience to His
will. For if we do these things, He tells us on the condition that we are obedient to Him, then there are
things that we have a defense for not falling and stumbling in the way of the truth. There are those who
not only don't believe the devil is a real person or after us. But there are those also that do not believe in
Hell. But in Revelations 20:10 we're told, "And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone, "where the beast and the false prophet are, "and shall be tormented day and night for
ever and ever." Jesus said that the fire was prepared for the devil and his angels. But if everyone was
already destined to be either saved... or destined not to be saved, he would not be needing to work for
us. It would be predetermined before we even were born. John 15:6 (Christ is speaking), "If a man abide
not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; "and men gather them, and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned." If we are not active in our faith, and fall by the wayside, and become
whithered then we will be pulled aside and cast into the fire. In Matthew 13:41-42 we're told there, "The
Son of man shall send forth His angels, "and they shall gather out of his (garden) all things that offend,
"and them which do iniquity; "(42) And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: "there shall be (weeping)
and gnashing of teeth. There is a great punishment waiting for those who do not obey God. And the
devil is well aware of this. And that is his goal; to keep us from attaining salvation through the gospel. In
Matthew 25:41 we're told, "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, "Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:" So the devil is no fool. He knows we
have an option. We can either be; a follower of Christ and His teaching and be considered to be on the
right hand of God... or we can be on the left hand (with the goats) and be destined for destruction. If
there were no power in God's word, then the devil would be a fool for stealing it out of man's heart. As
we're told in Luke 8:12 where it says (talking about the seed that was sown), "Those by the way side are
they that hear; "then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, "lest they should
believe and be saved." The devil is well aware that when we hear the word, if that word pricks us in our
heart and convicts us of our sin, and we obey the word, he knows that he has lost the battle. And we do



realize (as Christians) there is great power in the word. In James 1:21 James tells us, "Wherefore lay
apart all superfluity of naughtiness, "and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to
save your souls." He tells us to put away those things which are stripping us of our belief in Christ. And
we are to strip all of those thoughts from us once-and-for-all before the word can accomplish it's full
work in our heart. It is something we must do on a daily basis for ourselves since God will not (and
others cannot) do it for us. The implanted word will find place to take root and be fixed, grow strong and
be completely receptive to the word in our heart. Able to save and powerful, able and dynamic in it's
operation. It will save us. It will keep us safe. And it will preserve us from a life of habitual sin and keeps
us pure and holy in God's sight. If the children of God were not able to sin, (so as to eternally be
condemned and lost to the devil) then there would be no need for him (again) to be after us. But he
does try. Because in 1 Peter 5:8 Peter tells us to "Be sober, be (vigil, and diligent); because your
adversary the devil, "as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour." Again in Ephesians
6:11 we're told to "Put on the whole armor of God, "that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil." The trickery of the devil can lead us astray. Again in Luke 22:3, "Then entered Satan into Judas
surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve." He entered into Judas' heart and Judas betrayed
Christ for the 30 pieces of silver. Again in Acts 5:3 we're told, "But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, "and to keep back part of the price of the land?" Ananias had
told them that he had sold a piece of land for a certain price and that was what he was giving. But Peter
told him that he had lied because he had sold it for a great deal more and he was keeping back a portion
for himself and he had lied about it. A child of God can sin and because of sin can be eternally lost. In
Hebrews 3:12 we're told to "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, "in
departing from the living God." He is warning brethren to beware. And he's warning us also. The people
in danger of departing from the living God are those like those in Hebrews where the Jews (who were
falling back in the ways and the worship of the Old Testament as their fathers had) They were forever
falling from the grace of God and without the grace and the mercy of God, we can do nothing to save
ourselves or anyone else. 1 Corinthians 10:12 tells us, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall." | think we all would realize or may have experienced times in our life when we were
really at a high part or we felt like a high part of our life as far as Christians and find ourselves tempted
and we may sin. When we are at our most confident place is when disaster is most likely to attack us.
There was a lyric in a song of a number of years ago that | thought really fit this thought I'm trying to
bring to you, It says, "I'm always on a mountain when I fall." We always think we're at our high point and
confident that we cannot do wrong is the times when we are tempted and we seem to fall. In Galatians
5:4 it says, "Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; "are fallen
from grace." Again the Jews were thinking they were justified by the law but because of that they had
fallen from grace. In John 15:6 we're told, "If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; "and men gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned." So the devil is very
smart and he knows certain tricks that he can catch us with when we're least expecting it and lead us
astray. We're told "that one religion is as good as another..." and if that were true, then Satan is a fool for
engaging in religious business. But he does engage in religious business. In Revelation 2:9, the letter that
was written to the church at Smyrna, tells them, "I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but
thou art rich) "and | know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews "and are not, but are the
synagogue of Satan." Again in Revelation 3:9 in the letter to the church at Philadelphia, we're told,
"Behold, | will make them of the synagogue of Satan, "which say they are Jews and are not, but do lie;
"behold, | will make them to come and worship before thy feet, "and (1) know | have loved thee." So



John... The devil can even have a place in some religions and churches. We're told in 2 Corinthians 11:14-
15, "And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. "(15) Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers also be transformed "as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works." The ministers of Satan come in, in the garments of righteousness, pretending
to seek the good of those that are really trying to ruin. Everyone who seeks to turn the children of God
from their appointed ways of obedience is a minister of Satan even though they are proclaiming to be
teaching and serving God. One religion is not as good as another. In Acts 4:12 we read, "Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other name "under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved." We must admire the boldness of Peter and John as they were proclaiming to the Sanhedrin
Court and declared that even the members of the Sanhedrin could be saved only by accepting the word
of Jesus of Nazareth whom they had condemned and crucified. He could save not only their body, but he
could save their soul. He could save the; priests, elders, scribes, fishermen... He could save all of us but
we must be saved by our faith and obedience to the Christ. In Galatians 1:8-9 "But though we, or an
angel from heaven, "preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, "let
him be accursed." And that phrase and teaching was so important that it was repeated with exactly the
same words in verse 9. Anyone (the angels... the ministers of Satan that proclaim to be teaching the
word of God) but anyone who preached a different gospel from what the apostles were teaching would
be accursed Even if they were the ones to be preaching it also. In Matthew 15:9 Christ says, "But in vain
they do worship me, "teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." He was speaking of false
teachers and those who were pretending to be followers of Him. Then in verses 13-14 he says, "Leave
them alone: they are blind leaders of the blind. "And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch." So in our study | believe we can see that of all the things that we may think about Satan, being a
demon and a devil and all the other things... one thing he isn't... he is not going about his job foolishly
and being a fool. He is diligently after us and that... When | was a very young person (about 4 years old) |
can remember my Granny Hamrick telling me, "Fred, you better be aware. The devil is right behind you."
And that thought has stuck in my mind ever since the day that | first heard that. | hope | have said
something that has been encouraging to everyone. That might strengthen your faith in Christ and His
teachings. And realize that there are others who are trying to side-track us and teach things that are
false.



