O Lord, | know that the way of man is not in himself: It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. The
following lesson was presented at 1008 East Exchange Parkway, Allen, TX, USA 75002 by Jermaine Smith
on July 24, 2022. We hope you enjoy... God's Will for Man

Well, | like to greet you all in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. You know, when | look out in
the audience | always ask myself when | begin a lesson; that | like to be flexible on the introduction and
as a truck driver... You know, the first thing we do in our pre-trip is; observation. So, when we first
approach the vehicle we have to check and see if there's any visual things that needs our attention
before we go further in the pre-trip of the rest of the truck. And many times when I'm meeting brethren
for the first time or standing before them for the first time... | like to listen and observe. And then when |
look at the audience. Whether, you know, you have bigger crowds or smaller crowds... In my mind, |
always think in illustrations and I'm looking at three dispensations. You know, how God spoke to man and
revealed His will. And I'm looking here at three dispensations. You know. You have the patriarchal. You
have the Mosaic. And you have the Christian Age. And as | look at the older brethren that are here that
have run the race... that have remained faithful... Those things that are in the Old Testament. Not
because you are old as an insult. But old in the sense that; you maintained the course. And that's
encouraging for the younger and those that are coming after. Then you have those in the middle ground
that received the Law (you know) to establish the children of Israel. And then you have in the New
Testament you have the Christian Age. But it all began in Genesis 3:15 with Christ. And whether all those
three dispensations were there... it was all summed up in Christ. You know | think about all the noise
that is available in our society today and many, many distractions. You know, as an athlete... You know, |
use this illustration with baseball. That when | began to play baseball as a little kid, They used to put the
ball on the tee. Because many times when children are beginning, they couldn't hit the ball as a moving
target. So, what they began to do is place it on the tee and then they began to work on your mechanics.
What began to happen is, as you began to mature in your mechanics... Therefore you were able to go to
the next stage; and hit the ball that is moving. But this what | learned; That when | was in a higher level
of baseball | was drafted to a more advanced team. And the ball not only went straight... but it did all
kinds of; flips, turns and curveballs and knuckleballs and changes in speed. And therefore | had trouble
maintaining that consistency that | used to have of hitting that ball. And | began to get flustered and off-
course. And then a wise man (who used to play for the old [indistinct]) And he called "Time out!" and he
pulled my ear. And he said, "Young man, the ball must be still in your mind." And therefore we began to
practice again at the age of 15 years of age with the ball back on the tee. What that allowed me to do
(whether | was young or old) - it allowed me to be still and work on my mechanics. We as Christians as
we run this Christian race, sometimes we lose focus. Whether you're at; the beginning stages, the middle
or the end. And sometimes we need to stop and pause. And see God as He is. And remind ourselves of
the promises of the Almighty God and allow focus to be had. ... Allow our focus to be Christ. And our
mechanics as we mature in our wisdom... ... as we mature in our learning, therefore it allows all the
components of our body at the same time to have the right time to come together at the praise of God.
We must make contact with the Word of God in our hearts and run our full course. What begins to
happen is: in our baseball swing, if you try to stop at the target... that ball has no contact. You not only
must have all five components but you must have the follow-through in the swing. We must be complete
from beginning to end. You know, | think about how the Bible says that the prize is not given to the swift
or the strong but he that endures to the end. What is our focal point? Our focal point in this life is Christ.
It's God, and it's Heaven. And we must be reminded. When | think about my babies, And when | think
about their mindsets, You know, | think about an illustration that we used to exercise back in New Jersey.



And we all used to grab a flashlight and we used to walk to this convenience store called "Wawa". You're
probably thinking "What's a 'Wawa'?" Right? It's a mix of like "Buc-ee's" and "QuikTrip". And we used to
walk to this journey but we used to teach these lessons along the way. That everyone had a
responsibility to carry a light. And the light allows us to see our path. Therefore, the Word is a lamp unto
my feet/a light unto my lamp. And as we began to walk and everything. And the kids are just so excited
to go on this journey, but it was a set-up. Because we went past; the sound of a dog, the little critters
that moved around... And the kids began to get scared and forget. They forgot in that moment that
Daddy and Mommy were there to protect them. And that therefore, their fear overpowered them and
they forgot that they were under the control and protection of their loving Mother and Father. Brothers
and sisters | want to talk to you today about the Kingdom of God. His reign, rule and government, His
protection over the children of God. And it's so beautiful because when the brother... when the last time
| was here, and the brother was preaching... | get so excited because as a trainer, many times (you know)
When | go to various gyms and | see trainers miss certain points to their clients... And therefore, they
miss the opportunity of that client reaching from one state of unhealthiness to a state of healthiness. But
did you know, God didn't miss anything when He gave the plan of salvation for all man-kind? And it is so
beautiful that God hath revealed it, allowed it to be written down, and we have it. Paul said that when
you read, you may understand my knowledge in the word of God. Listen. The world needs a king. Most
of us (if we were honest) will admit that we are totally unable to direct our steps. We recognize in
Jeremiah 10:23 it says, "O Lord, | know the way of man is not in himself: "it is not in man that walks to
direct his own steps." You know, as coming out of the world into Christ... | wasn't raised in the church.
But knowing that in my weakness | could present myself to Almighty God and it doesn't rely on me. That
apostle Paul said that in my weakness, then | am made strong. God is a master at creating the reality and
the new narrative within you if we submit to His will. The brother said in his prayer, "Not my will, but thy
will be done..." This is certainly true. Our lives (if we would admit it) are filled with; broken promises,
half-finished projects, un-wise ventures, foolish decisions in times of complete frustration and confusion
No other man on this Earth can direct our steps any better. You know, we are charged with a society that
talks about the Democrats, And talks about the Republicans. And therefore we are charged with all these
councils of ungodly men. "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, "Nor
standeth in the way of the sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. "His delight..." (our delight)
"...isin the law of the Lord; "and in that law doth he meditate day and night." | love it because the Bible
says the Law of the Lord is perfect: converting the soul When I'm talking to my babies and I'm training
them one-by-one, individually according to their personality, It makes a joy in my heart to create the
responsibility. To lead to Almighty God. Mom and Dad will stumble. But God is perfect in the Law and
with the words, you have heard. To understand and to love obedience You know what | used to say to my
children? | said, "You know what your job and your responsibility is?" "It is to become the best listener
you can possibly be." Open your ears and your heart. No distractions. No moving. When the word of God
is spoken incline your heart unto the wisdom of God. Isn't that what the proverbial writer is saying...
father to son? He said, "I'm trying to give you this thing, son. "That you may be able to discern things and
learn the iniquity of life." You must set your heart to listen to the words of life. It should give you a crown
of glory. But listen: something that the democrats... "If they just had a little more time, they could solve
all our problems." Others think that if the Republicans could gain full control of all government, all our
problems would be solved. They are mistaken. You know, they talk about "the donkey" but I'd rather
choose "the lamb." Well the truth is that no leader of any nation or political party or political group, can
direct our steps any better than we can. The Bible says in Romans 3:10, "As it is written, There is none



righteous, no, not one." What we need and what the world needs is for someone to take control and
bring back the unity... bring back the purpose... bring back the harmony... bring back the joy... bring back
the honor... from the mess that has been created with our lives and in this world. You know, the world
has made a mess of marriage. But I'm here to tell you that marriage is still good. Why is it good? Because
God ordained, it is good. Whether man and the woman are therefore wrestling, the office of marriage is
good. You know, | tell my children that therefore the kingdom of Heaven is like that of a net that is cast
out into the sea and all kinds come in. And there's going to be offences left and right. Well, we need to
see the kingdom from the eyes of God. God is King. The Bible is clear that God is the only one who can
take control and bring back the harmony we long for. He is the only one wise enough. He is the only one
strong enough. And completely impartial to bring back the harmony we desire. What God did in creating
the world, He is able to do with our lives. Remember in the beginning? God created the Heavens and the
Earth. In (Genesis) 1:2 it says, "The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of
the deep..." Out of the chaos God was able to bring about harmony and He is able to do the same with
our lives. The scriptures teach that God now is, always has been, and always will be King. One day His
King-ship will fully be manifested in three points; All the injustices that we see will be fixed. All the
guestions we have will be answered. All the wrongs committed will be corrected. You know, sometimes
(you know) when certain things have transpired that just shake up your soul. And I'm like, "How in the
world can this happen?" And then, the natural man wants to take retribution. But therefore we are not
the "natural man" per se. Cause we are supposed to walk in the Spirit, have the word of God abiding in
us. And the Bible says the love of God constrains us/holds us back. There is a new narrative written
within our hearts. And as we submit ourselves to that narrative, we walk in the newness of life. It must
be a consistent thing. It's like (you know) when you're training and you're unhealthy and then that
trainer creates that wonderful plan... you must be consistent and continue in that plan to go from the
unhealthy to the healthy. And you must maintain that consistency That's why when | look at your faces,
those that have been through many trials and tribulations... but you're still here. And you're here to
serve God. That's encouraging for me. That's encouraging for we. Thank you, Brother. In the Old
Testament Days, injustices and rebellion against God was crushed on a limited scale. Number 1, in the
days of Noah, massive rebellion was crushed, (2) Sodom and Gomorrah in the days of Lot, (3) Egypt in
the days of Moses, (4) The nations of Canaan, (5) Ninevah, (6) Babylon, (7) Jerusalem was also destroyed
in 70AD. All of these acts of crushing rebellion were to demonstrate that God is still in control. God is
very patient. He wishes that all men to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9-10 But He eventually runs out of
patience and fixes all the injustices. All of these events point to the fact that one day every injustice will
be dealt with. These events stand as monuments of what will happen to any nation or individual who
persists in rebellion. I'm thankful these lessons that are recorded. These narratives that we may learn
and not repeat the same thing. In Genesis 18:17-21 it says, "And the Lord said, "Shall | hide from
Abraham what | am doing, "(18) since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, "and all
the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? "(19) For | have known him, in order that he may
command his children and his household after him, "that they may keep the way of the Lord, to do
righteousness and justice, "that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He has spoken unto him." "(20)
And the Lord said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, "and because their sin is
very grave, (21) | will go down now "and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry
against it "that has come to Me, and if not, | will know." In Jude 1:7 it says, "Sodom and Gomorrah, and
the cities around them in similar manner to these, "having given themselves over to sexual immorality
and gone after strange flesh, "are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." So



God inflicted punishment and exerted His force against rebellion on a limited scale to demonstrate that
He has the ability to enforce His will. and that He will one day enforce His will on a massive scale. Now,
many of us Christians are faced with questions from atheists that said, "Well, you know, if God is so
good, then why are these injustices and sufferings so massive?" "Where is our God?" "Why was there
Hitler and the Holocaust?" "Why was there Stalin and the Gulag?" "Why was there terrorism on
September 11th?" "Why are there birth defects?" "Why are there so many atrocities and innocent
victims suffering everywhere?" You know, these questions we must face as Christians. But God still
reigns. These are very difficult. You know, the many events of history that make them doubt that God's
hand is present... He says, (but listen to this), "But there are other events which make it clear that God is
in control." The call of Abraham. The imprisonment and subsequent rise of Joseph. The enslavement and
subsequent freedom of Israel. The crucifixion and the subsequent resurrection of Jesus Christ. These
events make it plain that God in His infinite wisdom is still in full control. You know, it's so beautiful that
when you're walking and with your children, and the questions that they so innocently ask are so
beautiful because it reminds you of our relationship with God is such a Father-to-a-son/Father-to-a-child
relationship. And you know, like my oldest daughter carries something | did when | was growing up... this
pressurized... "l got to be perfect. I've got to be perfect..." mentality. But I'm here to tell you from the
very beginning we're not perfect. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. And me as a father
from the natural and how she stumbles and falls and sees things... | must replicate that pattern that our
Father was patient with us... Willing to teach, to uplift, to mold, to comfort, to love, to forgive That must
be... Let this mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus. To say that God is in full control does not mean
that He directly guides and influences the outcome of absolutely every single event. God does not guide
you to pick out that perfect piece of food or that perfect hairdo. God doesn't direct you like that. But
here's this, the apostle Peter warned Christians that eventually people would question whether God was
in control and reigning as king. In 2 Peter 3:3-4 it says, "Knowing this first, that scoffers will come in the
last days, walking according to their own lusts, "(4) saying, Where is the promise of his coming? "for
since the fathers fell asleep, and things continue as they were from the beginning of creation." But let's
see what Peter's answer and response to this reasoning was... In that very 2 Peter 3:5-10 this is what
Peter says, "For this, they willingly forget, but by the word of God the heavens were of old, "and the
earth standing out of the water and in the water: "(6) By which the world that then existed perished,
being flooded with water: "(7) But the heavens and the earth, which are now preserved by the same
word are reserved for fire "unto the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. "(8) But, beloved, do
not forget this one thing, that with the Lord "one day is as 1,000 years and 1,000 years is as one day. "(9)
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; "but is longsuffering toward us,
"not willing that any should perish..." | take a side note and a pause. Sometimes we allow things to
continue not because we're overlooking the error. But we want to walk in the patience of God God... Can
you imagine? You know, | look at the prodigal son and | look at; the love, the patience, the urgency of the
father. And (you know) once that mind is made up to turn away from the goodness of God and all the
things that were in the household There's nothing you can do! But pray for that heart to return! What
was beautiful about that story is that therefore when that young man came to his senses. What did he
do? He remembered what was in his father's house. He remembered the goodness of God! He
remembered! And when he remembered, he began to turn and the Bible says at that point, when the
father saw him afar off... The father saw him afar off, and he ran to him You know, when | stand here it
doesn't matter what congregation | go to... In the sense of, when we honor the Lord, it has to be that
intimacy between you and God. He must be your personal Savior. You must take those words of life the



brother spoke, ... that's not just the preacher talking... these are words from Him. Jesus said, "l come to
give you life and to give it to you more abundantly." And | think about that when I'm speaking to my
children and | see that... How wicked this world is... and little seeds can interrupt the narrative that you
are trying to build. How do you know? What happened with Eve in the garden? Adam was standing right
there! And Eve began to communicate and have a dialogue. The Bible says, bad communication will
corrupt good morals so easily! But you know what we need to do? We need to reinforce. I'll tell you one
of the ways to reinforce it; it's not just verbal... in our marriage, in your household... When you love your
wife as Christ has loved the church, ... and when our wives submit themselves unto the husband as unto
the Lord, you are giving God honor and you're showing the children that this office and this position is
good. That's why we do what we do. God is patient. He wants no one to be lost. "The day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night; "in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, "and the elements
will melt with fervent heat, "both earth and the works that are in it will be burned up." Peter's point is
that God reigns. He is in full control. Even though ungodliness and unjustices seem to abound, God is still
in control. Peter made 4 points; (1) Injustice and ungodliness abounded in the days of Noah but God
eventually made things right. (2) It may seem to men that God has forgotten injustices and that He will
never make things right, but He doesn't forget. Remember the scripture? 1,000 years in the sight of God
is like a single day. He does not forget. Now, in God's time 24 hours - Now, in God's time 24 hours -

In man's time 1,000 years. In God's time 1 hour - In God's time 1 hour -
In man's time 41.5 years. In God's time 1 minute - In God's time 1 minute -
In man's time 8.5 months. In God's time 1 second - In God's time 1 second -

In man's time 4 days. Think about this. Think about what this means. If we committed a sin... Man's time
last week - Man's time last week -

God's time 2 seconds Man's time last year - Man's time last year -
God's time 1.5 minutes Man's time 10 years ago - Man's time 10 years ago -

God's time 14.5 minutes Think about that for a moment. (3) God's delay in retribution does not mean
that He has forgotten but it means He is merciful. He hopes that men will repent if given enough time.
(4) For we are sure that when retribution comes; it will be decisive, and it will be thorough, it will be
exhaustive, and it will be complete. The point of all this (very simply) is that God is in control and God
reigns. In a world filled with natural law and sinful people, There will be many things that seem
senseless. But this does not remove the fact that God reigns. You know the two wills of God. Now that
we have established the fact that God is supreme over all the universe and He is sovereign king over all
the earth. In 1 Chronicles 29:11-12 it says, "Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, The power and the glory, The
victory and the majesty; "For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; "Yours is the kingdom, O Lord,
and You are exalted as head over all. "(12) Both riches and honor come from You, He says, "And You
reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; "In your hand it is to make great And to give strength to
all. Now listen, there was never a time in our history, where God was not king and in full control over all
that has happened. But although God is sovereign and king of all... He possesses two wills; (1) His
permissive will. Which simply refers to those things which God allows to come to pass. (2) His intended
will. His intended will refers to simply this; It refers to those things which God wishes to come to pass.
When evil and suffering occur, it is not because God's intended will, But rather because of God's



permissive will. (What He allows) God is not the cause of evil, but He allows evil to occur. Evil occurs
because God created man with free will to choose between good and evil. In Deuteronomy 30:19 it says,
"I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, "that | have set before you life and death,
blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; See, it's the
small things that add up to big things. See, it may not seem like a big thing that you chose this day to
come to worship and to give God glory. Now, we can't do anything (necessarily) for God... but
thankfulness allows us to come to give ourselves before God. And allows us to recognize His goodness all
the days of our life. What a privilege to serve. We chose this day. In Joshua 24:15 as many of us are
familiar it says, "And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom ye will
serve; "whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the river, "or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: "but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. By
allowing man to have the freedom of choice, God must allow and permit men to do evil if they so
choose. Thus, God's permissive will allows evil to exist. Now, God's intended will. In contrast to God's
permissive will, there is an intended will. There are certain things that God intends to accomplish and
nothing (absolutely nothing) will stand in its way. He will accomplish them. (1) It was God's will that
Israel leave Egypt and nothing was going to prevent that from happening. (2) It was His will that only
Israel crossed through the Red Sea. And so when others tried to cross, the chariots' wheels had fell off.
(Exodus 14:25) (3) It was His intended will that Israel be blessed (and Balaam tried to curse them) but
God took control and turned the curse into a blessing (Numbers 23:4-5) (4) It was God's intended will
that Jonah preached to Ninevah and nothing was going to prevent that from happening (Jonah 1:2) (5)
The Jews were ready to kill Jesus at the very beginning of His ministry, but they could not because it was
God's intended will that He preach for 3.5 years. (Luke 4:30) (6) Furthermore, it was God's intended will
that Jesus die by crucifixion rather than by stoning (John 3:14) (7) God wasn't through with using Paul
when he was stoned and left for dead in Lystra, So God raised him up and he went back to preach the
very next day (Acts 14:19-20) On and on | could go over the scripture to illustrate God's intended will to
accomplish something but nothing will prevent Him from accomplishing His will. In Daniel 4:35 All the
inhabitants of the earth were reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven
And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, "What have You
done?" Brethren, God is in full control and complete in His doing. What He intends to happen will
happen. Regardless of any attempt of the contrary. Brothers and sisters, whether we're; young, middle-
aged, or maybe older... Tomorrow is not promised. Tomorrow is not promised. Today. Tomorrow is not
promised. Today. Today. Tomorrow is not promised. Today. Today. Today. You know, | think about that
analogy of baseball, sometimes (you know) we'll get tested and tried to win and we're at that "third at
bat". And at that "third at bat" you strike out... the next thing you know, you go out into the field and you
play and you come back around and then it's your "fourth at bat" but you want to bring the failure of the
"third at bat" back to the fourth... You can't do that. It's a fresh start. It's a fresh thinking... It's a new
beginning. On the first day of the week, this is our new start/fresh beginning. You know it's true that God
so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son He loves us dearly and He allowed the plan of
salvation to be written. He's given us the GPS. He's given us the path/the steps right here in His inspired
word. Thank God for Jesus Christ.



