
Because straight is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life and few there be that find it. 

The following lesson was presented at a 1008 East Exchange Parkway Allen, Texas by William St John on 

April 17, 2016. We hope you enjoy, “Questions in the Garden.”  

Tonight I'd like to take our the text from Genesis 3. I'll be reading verses 1 through 13. 

“(1) Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he 

said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? (2) And the 

woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: (3) But of the fruit of 

the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 

lest ye die. (4)  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: (5) For God doth know that 

in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 

evil. (6)  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 

and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 

her husband with her; and he did eat. (7) And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. (8) And they heard 

the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. (9) And the LORD God 

called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? (10) And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, 

and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. (11) And he said, Who told thee that thou wast 

naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? (12) And 

the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. (13) 

And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The 

serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” 

In many ways the scene here in the garden foreshadows the great day of judgment when we will stand 

before God and answer some questions. And I'd like to consider some of these tonight with you. The 

first question that God asked of Adam is; “Adam, where are you?” Adam was trying to hide from God 

and of course we know this is foolish because God is omniscient. In Hebrews 4:12-13 “For the word of 

God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 

of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 

heart. (13) Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and 

opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” God is not asking where Adam is for God's 

sake. He's asking it for Adam's sake. God knows exactly where Adam is. He knows exactly what Adam 

has done. And so He asked this question more for Adam's benefit. “Adam, do you know where you are?” 

“Where are you Adam?” Adam had to face God and give an account and hiding from God did not protect 

him. Each of us will one day stand before God and we will give an account of our lives. The Bible tells us 

in Romans 14:12, “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” 2 Corinthians 5:10, “For 

we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 

body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” Where are you tonight spiritually? 

Are you with Christ? Or are you opposed to Him? Well, you might feel like, “Well, really neither…” but 

there is no “neither”. Jesus said, “He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with 

me scattereth abroad.” Those are the two options. There is no middle road where you don't care one 

way or the other. There is only “you’re for me and you're with me and you're working with me or you're 

against me.” So where are you tonight? Are you working for the Lord? In Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus said, 

“Enter in at the strait gate:” (that is straight - confining like a straight-jacket) “…for wide is the gate, and 



broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: (14) Because strait 

is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” Are you with 

the many who are on the road to destruction? Or are you with the few that have sought for and found 

the way to life? Basically put, are you in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ? Or are you still serving the devil? 

Jesus said through the Apostle Paul in Colossians 1:13, “Who hath delivered us from the power of 

darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:” This man (inspired to write this) tells 

us plainly we've been translated. We have been taken from one state into another. We've been taken 

from a position outside the Kingdom… outside the blessing… without God… condemned… to being in the 

Kingdom and blessed. Are you in the Kingdom of God? Or are you still outside? As a member of the 

Church, if you're in the Kingdom, where are you spiritually? Are you in a backslidden condition? 

Remember how Peter describes that in 2 Peter 2:18? “…they speak great swelling words of vanity, they 

allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from 

them who live in error. (19) While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of 

corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. (20)  For if after they 

have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.” 

Do you realize if you're a Christian and you're outside the Ark of Safety… that is you have become 

unfaithful to God… if you're “out of duty” as we term it, you're living in sin again. You are worse off than 

you were before you weren't even a Christian. This latter end, being unfaithful, is worse than if you've 

never known the gospel. “It had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 

than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. (22) But it is 

happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the 

sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.” You picture an old sow in the muck/in the mud and 

how distasteful that is to us. You picture a dog who has thrown up and goes back and eats it… and how 

distasteful that is to us. That's a picture of a backslidden Christian. Are you lukewarm? Are you not quite 

as fiery as you once were? You're not as zealous as you once were toward the Kingdom? Remember 

what Jesus said of those who were lukewarm? “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 

nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” He said, I'd rather you be cold or hot.” Now that's a telling 

statement, isn't it? “I'd rather you be cold and not even for me at all than to be halfway for me!” Are you 

faithful? Can the Lord depend upon you? Are you trustworthy and reliable? In Revelation 2:10 Jesus 

said, “…Be thou faithful unto death…” Even to the point of giving-your-life faithful. Where are you 

tonight? If God were to ask you, “Where are you?” What would you have to answer? But then the 

second question… Adam said, “I was naked.” How did he know that? He just ate of a fruit… the tree of 

the knowledge of Good and Evil. Why is he ashamed of it? Oh, people today say, “There's nothing wrong 

with being naked.” Well, then why is Adam ashamed? Why is Adam hiding if there's nothing wrong with 

it? You see, he's fresh from eating the knowledge of what's good and what's evil and he knows the state 

he's in is evil/not good. I think sometimes some of us need to go take a bite of that fruit so we can learn 

what's wrong and what's right. But then God asked him an interesting question; “Who told you (that) 

you were naked? How'd you find this out?” Oh indeed… 

You know, we need to consider the source of our information. A lot of people are gullible. Many people 

blindly believe anything that’s said to them and act on it and rumors spread. In everyday life we need to 

consider the source of our information before we go around repeating it. Before we make a decision, 

before we do business… but this is especially true in religious matters. People can be (and often are) 

misinformed and misled. There are only two sources of all the information religiously in the world. 



Either it came from God or it came from the devil. There's no other place. God cannot lie Titus 1:2, “In 

hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;” Now that doesn't 

mean it's beyond God's ability. It's beyond His character. He cannot lie. He will not lie, because He is 

righteous. On the other hand, John 8:44 Jesus said of some, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the 

lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 

father of it.” Peter said that God has given unto us all things that pertain to life and godliness. Not some 

things… but all things that pertain unto life and godliness. Now there's only two sources, either we 

received it from God or it came from the devil. Who told you it was wrong? Who told you it was right? In 

Matthew 7:15 Jesus said, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 

inwardly they are ravening wolves.” In 1 Thessalonians 5:21 Paul said, “Prove all things; hold fast that 

which is good.” In 1 John 4:1 he said, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 

are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” We are to put them to the test. 

Beware of false prophets, prove all things, try the spirits. If God is the source of our information, you'll 

find it in His word. Who told you? Are you willing to put it to the test? Are you willing to consider a few 

questions with me? Who told you to believe in God? Who told you to believe in Christ Jesus as the son 

of God? Why that's easy! The Bible tells us, “Except you believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins.” 

Who told you believing in Christ is all you have to do? It's not in the book. Who told you to be baptized 

for the remission of your sins? Acts 2:38. Who told you baptism is not essential? It wasn't God. Who told 

you baptism is a burial? Well again, it's in the Bible! Who told you sprinkling and pouring is just as good? 

You'll have to go to secular history for that, it's not in the Bible. Who told you there's one and only one 

Church? “There are many members, yet but one body.” The body of Christ (the Church)… there is one 

body - that's in the Bible. Who told you there are many churches and that every one is acceptable? Well, 

you won't read that in the Bible. What source did that come from? Who told you that? Who told you 

that you're to wear the name “Christian”? It's in the Bible. “If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not 

be ashamed: but let him glorify God on this behalf,” or in this name. Who told you there's nothing in the 

name? Who told you to worship in spirit and in truth? Jesus said, “God is a spirit: and they that worship 

Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” That came from God! Who told you that it doesn't matter 

how you worship? You won’t find that in the book. Who told you (that) you ought to obey God as soon 

as you hear what you need to do and that you shouldn't put it off? God said that. “Today is the day of 

salvation. Arise and be baptized same hour of the night.” Who told you it's alright to put it off? Who told 

you? Ah, you see it makes the difference between Heaven and Hell. Who told you (that) you could do 

that? Who told you (that) you didn't have to do that? And you can take that to every question you have 

about the Bible… every moral issue that comes up, you need only ask, “Is that what the Bible says?” And 

that should solve the problem for us. Well, now we come to the third question; “Have you eaten of the 

tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” The question is simply asking Adam, 

“Adam, did you sin? Did you do what I told you not to do?” You know, we do this as parents, don't we? 

“Did you do that?” We know they did it, but we ask them that anyway so they'll own up to it. God knows 

Adam did it, but Adam needs to confess it. Adam needs to acknowledge it. Adam needs to see where 

he's at. Have you transgressed the commandment? You see, sin is the transgression of the law… it's 

going beyond. In 1 John 3:4 he said, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 

transgression of the law.” Adam had sinned. God said, “Thou shall not…” Adam understood this. He was 

not deceived as Eve was. He knew exactly what he was doing and he did it. And now feeling his guilt 

knowing what he's done, he hides. “Have you sinned?” 



It's sad how some people try to avoid that question. Sometimes people will come up before the 

congregation to make a public confession, they'll say, “If I've sinned, I want to be forgiven.” You don't 

know if you've sinned or not? “I might have done something wrong…” Well, that's not a confession. Only 

confession of that is - you don't know whether you've sinned or not. Confession of sin is, “I did it. It was 

wrong. I'm sorry.” That's a confession of sin. When you read in the Bible when people were caught in 

wickedness, what was their answer? “I've sinned. Thus and thus have I done.” Not some generic, “Well, I 

may have done something wrong.” 

“Have you sinned?” The Bible says, “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” There is none 

righteous. “There is not a just man upon the earth, that doeth good and sinneth not.” (Ecclesiastes 7:20 

and Romans 3) Now, what if a person says, “Well, I haven't sinned…” We need to be careful about 

saying that. We need to be sure when a question arises as whether or not we've done something we 

should have done… (we transgress God's law) we'd better be very careful before we say, “I didn't sin.” 

Here's why, “If we say we've not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” Now, if we've not 

done it then it'd be wrong for us to say we did. But if we've done it and we say we haven't… we're not 

just hiding our sin, we're saying God's lying. When God says something's wrong and we say, “That's not 

wrong.” We're saying, “God lied about that.” When God tells you how you're to behave as a Christian 

and you don't behave that way, we're saying, “God's a liar. He doesn't know what he's talking about. He 

lied to us.” (You’re) not safe indeed. Have you sinned? And what will you do about your sin? Will you do 

like Adam and Eve and try to hide from God? Adam did, it didn't work. “And so God called to Adam” and 

someday rest assured God will call to us. He will call us to the great judgment and there'll be no hiding 

then. We might call to the mountains to cover us, but they will not be able to. God calls even today. In 

Acts 17:30, “the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to 

repent:” We call it the “gospel call” because God is calling to the world to repent and to obey Jesus. Are 

you trying to excuse your sin? Adam did. The man said, “The woman thou gavest to be with me, she 

gave me of the tree and I did eat.” Who's Adam blaming? “It’s Eve’s fault”… Well, now I have to kind of 

agree, she did take the fruit and gave it to him. And if you're a husband and your wife gives you 

something to eat… you better eat it because you're going to get in trouble if you don't. There's a lot of 

truth to that. But he wasn't deceived. He knew what he was doing. He's not just blaming Eve… “the 

woman you gave me”… People today want to blame God. They're quick to blame God for their 

problems. If their life's not going like it ought to be. God's not blessing them. They're quick to blame 

Him. If the world's in a mess because of the wickedness of men, they want to blame God because he 

doesn't step in and change that. And when they sin, they want to blame Him and say, “I can't help it. I 

was born this way.” 

You know, I've seen some odd things in life. You ever see somebody with six toes? It looks funny. It 

doesn't look right. You look twice and think, “Did I count wrong?” It just doesn't look right. Well, you 

think the way some people talk about their temper they were just born with something extra… “I can't 

help it. I was just born this way. I can't control my temper.” Well, isn't that funny? When the policeman 

pulled him over and gave him a ticket and they were mad they controlled it pretty good because he had 

a gun. Oh but “they can't control their temper”. When they came in the back of the church building and 

sat down and they were here… They didn't say those words in here. Who are we kidding? We control it 

when we want to. We let it go when we want to. God didn't make us that way. Fella comes along and 

says, “I can't help it I'm attracted to other men.” Don't blame God for that. God didn't make us that way. 

He didn't make “Adam and Steve” He made man and woman. We're uniquely and wonderfully different 



and when we blame our birth and “we can't help it”… we're saying, “God did it.” God didn't do it. We do 

it. Well, Eve tried the same thing. She didn't blame Adam. She couldn't. But she could blame somebody 

else. “It's the serpent, you see. He beguiled me. I didn't know what I was doing.” You ever hear people 

say that? She didn't know what she was doing. Well, she's telling the truth. She was deceived. She 

thought it was good. She thought, “That's pretty, pleasant to the eyes.” She saw and she said, “That's 

some pretty good looking food there. That'd be good.” She was right! It was good for food! That'd make 

me wise! What is our goal in life? “To be like God…” She just took a shortcut. She's going to eat it right 

now and be like God. She's deceived. And so, God looked at her and said, “It's all right Eve. I don't blame 

you at all”? Not on your life. Just because we don't know, does not excuse our sins. Those are sins of 

ignorance. But they're still sins/transgressions. What's your excuse? You blame it on your husband? “Oh, 

you know if he was a better husband, I'd come to church regularly.” Do you blame it on your wife? “Oh, 

yeah. It's hard for me to be faithful with a wife like that.” Do you blame it on your disposition? Do you 

blame it on the circumstances you're in? You see, there's always been a way of escape. God's mercy has 

always been at hand. 

And the fourth question, sounds almost like the same thing but it's not. There's a little change to it. It's 

addressed at mother Eve. “What is this thou has done?” “What have you done Eve?” I don't think Eve 

had any idea what He was asking her. Oh, she knew what she had done. She at the fruit. She ate a piece 

of fruit. “Simple thing. No big thing. Little thing.” Can you imagine going back there today at dinner and 

picking up one of those pieces of watermelon, popping your mouth… and you're going to hell because 

you did it? 

That's just hard to imagine isn't it? That's all it took. That's all it took. That's what sin is about. That's 

what transgression is about. Eve had eaten a piece of fruit. She'd sinned. The problem is, we don't see 

sin in its true light. We don't see the end result of it. The man who advertises the beer and the wine and 

speaks so as if it’s being wonderful and it makes you young and good looking and your life is happy… You 

know, they don't show that “wino” laying in his own vomit. They don't show that head-on collision 

where the drunk killed a family of four. They don't show that man in the insane asylum because he's 

gone crazy from the alcohol destroying his brain. They don't show him in a bed with a liver that's 

diseased beyond repair… but that's the end result. That's our problem with sin. We don't see the end 

result. That's why smoking was such a pernicious habit, because you couldn't see the end. You couldn't 

see that as you were smoking, you were developing a situation in your body that would lead to cancer 

and it would literally eat you apart from the inside out. 

We don't see what sin will do to us. We don't see what it'll do to our family. Sin is never a little matter. It 

may seem little to us, but it's not to God. If sins a little matter, then the cross of Jesus is a little matter. 

Do you know that when God promised His Son there was one sin committed. Only one. And if that had 

been the only sin we ever committed, He would have still had to die. That's how serious sin is. We need 

to try to see sin as God sees it. I don't think Eve realized that she's led her husband to sin. She ate it and 

gave it to him and others certainly follow us. “None of us lives to himself, and no man dies to himself.” 

(Romans 14:7) And often the ones we love the best are the ones who follow us. Eve had sinned. She was 

deceived. The devil is astute, he's crafty. And he was certainly in this case. We are warned to “Put on the 

whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Paul said to the 

Corinthians, “I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve with his subtlety, so your minds 

should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” Many are deceived. Many are deceiving. Are 



you deceived? But sin was still sin. What had Eve done? What if one night, sister, you walked into your 

home, there was a peach or an apricot on the table, and you just took a bite of it. There's a knock on the 

door says, “You don't live here anymore. Your home's gone. Get out.” They're going to be kicked out of 

the garden. 

I'm not a lover of thorns. I love a good blackberry. I hate blackberry thorns. I love a pretty rose. I hate 

thorns on roses. I love the grass and the herbs. I hate goat-heads and sandburs and “stickers”. You know 

where those came from? We don't live in the garden anymore. That's where they came from. We don't 

live in the garden anymore. God said to Adam, “The Earth will no longer bring forth its fruit as before to 

you, Adam. Now you'll have to toil. It'll be the sweat of your brow to get it to come forth. And you will 

have weeds and thistles and thorns in your place.” She got them kicked out of the garden. You think she 

really knew what had happened? Their firstborn son, he died (Abel). But he was the first one. Do you 

think she knew what she'd done? About nine months after he had been conceived, a pain hit her. And it 

hurt. I'm told that men don't know what it's like to have labor pains. One person described, “If you could 

take your lip and stretch it over the top of your head, you'd get kind of an inkling of it.” One fella said, 

“Having kidney stones is kind of like that.” I still don't think we know what these are like. Do you know 

this is a curse because we're not in the garden? What'd you do Eve? You brought labor pains into this 

world! That's what God said, “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception.” Hosea said in Hosea 

8:7, “They've sown the wind, they shall reap the whirlwind…” And yes that morning, when she and 

Adam looked down on the dead body of their son ,Abel, that's what she brought into this world, death. 

That's what Adam brought into this world, death. Her husband must toil, her home is broken up, even 

children who had not yet been born would be affected, Cain and Abel could have been born in Paradise 

(and) instead they're born outside the garden. When Adam and Eve really summed it all up, do you think 

they knew what they did at the time? I think hindsight showed a little more. And if we wake up in Hell, 

we lift up our eyes in Hell that's when we'll understand, “What have I done?” 

Well, what is it you've done? What sin in your life have you tried to justify? Did you miss the services? 

You know better than that. Did you forsake the assembly? We know better than that. I’m not talking 

about somebody that's sick or providentially hindered. (a flood comes and you can't cross the river) Did 

you fail to give as you prospered? You've been telling lies? (Maybe it was just a little one) Have you 

taken a drink? Have you used profanity? Failed to worship? Worshiped in error? Hated your brother? 

Hated your sister? Gossip? Slandered someone? Committed adultery? Fornication? Used drugs? Stolen? 

Been a busybody in somebody's matters? … The list is long. What have you done? 

And what are you going to do about it? The lesson is yours. Questions… interesting questions that God 

asked there in the garden; 

“Where are you?” 

“Who told you that?” 

“Have you done what I told you not to do?” 

“What is this you've done?”  

Answer those questions now in your life so that you don't have to stand before God in that day of 

judgement unprepared. 


