"A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; "and it was trodden
down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. (6) And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung
up, "it withered away, because it lacked moisture. (7) And some fell among thorns; "and the thorns
sprang up with it, and choked it. (8) And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an
hundredfold. The following lesson was presented at 1008 East Exchange Parkway, Allen, TX, USA by Murl
Helwig on July 24th, 2022. We hope you enjoy, "The Message of the Sower"

I'm glad to be here. I'm glad to see everybody and this afternoon I'd like to speak on a subject that (I
mean) all of us are familiar with. We've all heard and read the Parable of the Sower. As a matter of fact,
it's probably one of the most popular of all the parables that Jesus taught. And | would like to use that as
the basis of this lesson. You know, whenever Jesus taught He had a way to make everybody feel
uncomfortable. You know, for example, the righteous (you would think that they) would feel good...
Well, I'm sure they could feel good, but He could also point out where they could do more, you know.
There was always more that could be done. For the unrighteous, you know, He pointed out what they
needed to do and make them feel pretty uncomfortable for where they were at and the condition that
they were in. And so when we look at Jesus's ministry, we see His ministry was a matter of teaching and
edification and His purpose was to warn (I guess you would say) the person that was not a member of
the body of Christ that could... or not a righteous person and have them make the necessary changes
that they would become a righteous person. And also for the righteous, that may and encourage them to
do more than what they were actually doing and excel in the righteousness that they had. You know,
oftentimes Jesus used the parables or the things that were common to Him. You know, for example, the
vineyard... there were vineyards in the land and everybody knew about the vineyards. They knew how
they were to be cared for they knew how the people were that worked in the vineyards. Then, you want
the agrarian lifestyle was; you know - a planting seed and such as that. And Jesus used these types of
lessons from that kind of a background to teach the message of salvation. And so therefore I'd like to
consider just a little bit about the parable of the sower. You know, | said there that the sower went out to
sow, and he went out to sow and we know that he sowed the seed of the kingdom. In Luke 8:11 we
know that the seed that he sowed was the Word of God. So, as He was... the message was that He was
preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom there. You know, in order to have a bountiful harvest, the seed
must be sown but that's not all to have a bountiful harvest. Not only just the seed, it comes down to the
quality (I believe it is) of the seed. (What kind of a seed?) The farmer realizes that he should plant the
very best seed. The seed is indispensable but there's also different qualities of seed that's available
there. The very best seed must be selected (I believe) for the best harvest. And you know, | remember
back before hybrid corn came in or the hybrid seeds and such as that... That whenever we would be
picking corn in the fall of the year, | would have the horse and wagon out there and we were... each one
had us either a shucking peg or a shucking hook one. And we would shuck the corn and usually it was a
several of us were involved in it. My dad and |, my brothers and my uncle... we were always there
working together on that. But dad always kept his eye out for that very best ear of corn. And you know
some of the ears are better than other ears. And so he always was looking for that very best ear of corn
that he could find to use that as seed corn. And so we had a bushel basket there in the wagon there, and
every time dad come up with with one (or if somebody else thought they found a really good ear of
corn); we separated that and put it over into this bushel basket. And then, you know, as he put that
corn... The rest of the corn went up into the granary there and either it was sold or it was ground for cow
feed or whatever. But that seed corn that we had kept for the seed corn... that went into the hay loft.
And you know, it was spread out on the hay loft floor there and the reason it was spread out - so that it



would dry properly. And then as winter came around and you know towards the spring whenever you
couldn't go out and there wasn't much you could do on those cold bitter days, Dad and | and my
brothers, you know, we'd climb up there in that hay loft and we would start shelling that corn. Dad
would go through there first and he'd go out and sort out the ears that he'd already sorted from the
general harvest. He'd sort out the very best ones and he'd put those on a pile. And we would shell that
corn and we'd put it over to the side there and that was what was planted. And Dad wanted the very
best that he could find. Now, with the hybrid seeds it's different, you know. You go to the feed mill (or
whatever, you know, the co-op) and you buy the seed and you plant that. But we know that the quality
of the seed is important when it comes to the harvest. And you know, whenever Jesus pointed this out |
made the parable... or told the parable of the sower, You know, He said that the seed was sown. You
know,

it didn't say what kind of seed but | would assume it was a good seed that was sown. But you know, |
wonder what would happen if we thought about it in this way; the farmer wants to have a corn harvest.
You know | mean, he wants to have a field of corn but he ends up with only a handful of corn. He only
has a handful of corn to plant. And so he realizes that a handful of corn is not enough to plant to have
the bountiful harvest that he wants. And so, what he does then and he takes... with that, he gets a
handful of wheat, he gets a handful of barley, he gets a handful of rye, he gets a handful of milo, and
then he mixes all that seed up together. And then when it's all ready (got the ground prepared), he goes
out and he sows that seed. You know, how he sowed it would be you know similar to the way that they
sowed it back in the days of Jesus by casting it out. You know, he had a little pouch with that seed in it he
would throw it out there and that. And then of course after the seed is planted, you know those are
anxious days then. You know, | remember Dad (you know) he kept watching the field and... To see when
that seed would first sprout. And you know, whenever that seed sprouted one of the things that was
kind of unique about it was; all of those seeds look pretty much the same, you know? whenever they
first begin to poke through the ground, you know that little green shoot that comes up (and they all look
pretty much the same). And as that little shoot comes up and it reaches for the sunlight, you know? Then
it begins to change, you know? And whenever you come out of it there as these plants grew up, you
know? They might all look sort of like corn in the beginning, but you know what? They weren't all corn.
And the farmer asked the question, he says, "What happened here? What happened to my corn harvest
here? What happened to my corn field?" The other farmer would come along and he'd probably say,
"Well, don't you know: you've got to plant corn if you want a corn harvest?" The farmer replies, "Well,
you mean that really is important? It's really important what | planted there? | planted corn!" You know
the only thing that we would come up with out of that would be this way; "This guy doesn't know which
way's up? Isit... He's not a good farmer, he doesn't know how to plant, he doesn't know what kind of
seed to plant, he didn't know what he's doing in planting the seed." And you know, if he would have just
gone back to the Bible, he could have found out something that would have told him what kind of seed
to plant. Back in Deuteronomy 22:9, he said here, "You shall not sow your vineyard with different kinds
of seed, lest the yield of seed you "you have sown and the fruit of the vineyard be defiled." So in other
words, the Bible said, "You don't mix this seed together." You know, you don't mix it. You keep it pure on
that. But whenever it comes to the farmer, (you know) we understand there must be some application
that we can make on that because Jesus used that very parable to teach some things that were pretty
important on that. You know, back in the early days (and I'm talking about in the early days of our
country), when our country was established in those beginning years there was something else that took
place. Not only were we forming a government and not informing a new nation there at that time and it



was a very young and tender nation at that time... But there was something also that was taking place:
the reformation of the Restoration Movement was also beginning in the United States. The Restoration
Movement had been already in progress in some parts to some degree over in England at that time. But
now we find the Restoration Movement is beginning to take place here in this country. And so there was
a meeting that took place. This little meeting there was not in a church building, it wasn't anything that
was going to be thought to be anything great... But there were a bunch of preachers (several preachers
and several church leaders) that got together in a little place it was kind of in a man's house that when...
(this man was not even a member of any church) And why they picked out his house, | don't know. But
they got together at his place. His name was Abraham Mars and his place was located... his house was
located between Washington, Pennsylvania and Mount Pleasant, Pennsylvania. 43 miles between the
two of them there. And some place in the middle in there was where he lived at. And each one they
went/they gathered. And they gathered for the purpose of talking about the problems that the church is
experiencing. And you know; "infant baptism" was one of the things that was on the minds of many of
them because many of them believed in "infant baptism" and such. But it was Thomas Campbell (this is
Thomas Campbell was Alexander Campbell's father)... Thomas Campbell, he presented a discourse on
that day and it probably turned out to be one of the most important and the most decisive messages
that he'd ever preached in his entire life. And the title of his discourse that day was called "The
Declaration and Address". Whenever he was finishing/whenever he was concluding that lesson/message
that day, he had this statement to make and he was the one that made it first (I believe) of all. He says,
"Where the Bible speaks, we speak. Where the Bible is silent, we are silent." And you know that became
a slogan for the church. As a matter of fact it was repeated so many times over and over and over and
over again that | think many people (or some people anyway) thought that it was actually biblical. You
know? "You could find that verse in the Bible where it said that!" Well, it wasn't biblical. It wouldn't...
you can't find that passage in the bible. But on the other hand though, the truth of it is without question.
And you know, this is where it comes out of; that statement was made even though that it's not a biblical
statement, | believe you can see that that statement was founded solidly upon biblical principles. When
you read over in 1 Peter 4:11, the apostle Peter said here, "If anyone speaks let him speak as the oracles
of God. If anyone ministers, "let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, "to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen." You know, it seems to me that what Peter was saying was this, "You know you speak as the
oracles of God." Or in other words, "As the Bible says." Whenever Thomas Campbell made that
statement | believe that was exactly what he was saying, "You speak where the Bible speaks and (you
know) you're silent where the Bible is silent." | found a comment about Thomas Campbell's discourse
that day, "The Declaration and Address". This fellow wrote many many years later (and | found this
online) and this is what he had to say... He said, "God had proposed in His sacred word an infallible
standard, "which was all-sufficient and alone sufficient as a basis of union and Christian cooperation. "He
showed, however, that men had not been satisfied with its teachings but had "gone outside the bible to
frame for themselves religious theories opinions and speculations "which were the real occasions for the
unhappy controversies "and strife which had so long desolated the religious world." You know, | think he
had it right on that. You know, whenever man could not find within the scripture... You know; what he
wanted, or what he wanted to do, or what he believed... What did he have to do? He had to go beyond
the scripture and add these things to it. And of course, this was exactly where the Restoration
Movement was trying to correct that. That was where the religious world was at that time and they were
trying to get away from that. A little bit later on | found this other comment about where in that



statement there "Where the Bible is silent..." where Thomas Cambell said, "...when the Bible is silent,
we're silent..." and he made this comment about the silence of the scripture; he said, "Whatever private
opinion might be entertained upon matters not clearly revealed, but must be retained in silence "and no
effort must be made to impose them upon others." Now, you know, | think we can agree with that. You
know, where the Bible is silent, we don't have a right to inject something in there. And if your opinion...
you say, "Well, the Bible doesn't say about it there... Well, then | have a right to put "that in." But you
know the question is; it's not right. You know we can't put in what's not there. You know the opinions of
many at that time was that all of these things that have been cluttered up in Christianity was fine. And
what some of the men of the Restoration Movement (and there were errors within that. | realize that).
But they were trying to come back. They were trying to come back to the scriptures. They were trying to
come back to the Bible and use that as this one fellow said and that as he wrote there, "it was all-
sufficient and alone-sufficient." Meaning, we don't need any other books, the Bible is sufficient for us in
life. You know the differences have come up and the problems have come up whenever people find that
there's lacking in something. You know, "l want this and it's not there it's not in the scriptures there."
And so therefore the opinion came up on that and then those were challenged and such as that. You
know, opinions and that which is not in the scripture, are not to be entertained as bible doctrine. And I'm
sure we all have opinions, you know? | have opinions and I'm sure you've got opinions (different things
like that)... But can we press our opinions upon somebody else that doesn't have a biblical background
to it? Or about a biblical basis for it? You know, sometimes we've listened to those that... sound
authoritative. Depending on how hard or how they pound or how hard they pound and hammer the
pulpit there looking for authority in that and respect for that... According to the scriptures, | don't
believe that we can allow that to happen there. You know someone might question there, "Well, you
know this is just confusing. | just don't know what to believe on it." And | think a lot of people have
gotten to that point there But you know there's one simple reply that | think that we can make on that,
and it goes something like this; if it's in the Bible - believe it. If it's not in the Bible - leave it alone. And
you know the question that comes then is, "How do | know?" Well, you know; it's going to take study, it's
going to take concentration on the Bible, it's going to take study of the scripture there. And you know
Satan is... one of the things that he is a pretty astute fellow, you know? He's a pretty savvy guy. And he
has some deceptions that have tricked some of the best (I think) and some of the most ... some good
serious individuals that have the mind of serving the Lord but as | guess | would say, "has led them astray
in some things". You know, "Well, how do you know?" Are you able and prepared ready to defeat every
guestion that Satan might put up? You know, | don't know how you would study all of that. | don't know
how you could begin to study all the things that Satan might do or what he has done. | guess | could say,
"Well, what he has done..." but you know, doesn't the playing field keep changing with Satan? You
know? | mean - if he thinks he's got it in one way, he's going to come up with something else. How do we
combat that? Well, | believe the way that that can be combated is this; The way that we confront that is
with the knowledge of the scripture. | don't know all of the deceptions that Satan is going to put forth,
but | do know where the answer is for every one of them. It's not in the world. It's not in custom. It's not
in tradition. It's going to be in the scripture itself. And if we study the Bible, if we know what the Bible
says, whatever Satan is going to put forth/whatever deception he's going to try to bring, | believe we will
be ready for that. And you know, | think also we need to realize this; that not everyone is ready (I guess |
would say) to do battle with Satan. You know, the newborn babe in Christ is not expected to have the
knowledge to be able to (I think to) confront Satan in all of these things. And to be able to answer all of
Satan's questions on this and the obstacles that he might put forth. But you know, as a newborn babe in



Christ we may not be ready for everything. But the Bible does tell us this; the apostle Peter wrote in 1
Peter 2:2, "As newborn babes, desire the "milk of the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby." So in other words, as an infant in Christ/as a baby in Christ, we may not know everything & we
may not be prepared for everything. But that doesn't mean that we remain in that position. He says that
we're to study. We're to study to and to learn from that. We're to desire the word there. The newborn
Christian (you know), he may struggle with the ability to defend the gospel. And you know some have
said, "Well, | don't need to defend the gospel..." You know, | remember there was a statement made
about J.W. McGarvey, he was the President of the College of the Bible. And there was one of the
students came there and he asked him the question and you know he McGarvey asked him he says,
"Why are you here?" And he says, "Well, | came to learn to defend the Bible." And McGarvey said, "Well,
you might as well pack your bags and head on home. The bible doesn't need to be defended." And you
know it was just about two years after that J.W. McGarvey wrote his first book on "The Apology of the
Scripture" there, defending the Bible. The Bible does need to be defended and even though the bible is
the handbook and everything that we need to know is in that. We have to be able to use that and know
that and to be able to use it effectively. You know, the newborn Christian is expected to grow because
the Apostle Paul describes that person there, the new Christian. He said there in Ephesians 4:14 he said,
"That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the trickery of men, in the cunning, craftiness, and deceitful plotting." You know the world out there is
crafty - Satan is crafty. And he tells us that we can no longer... we should no longer be children. But we
must grow and mature as Christians there. You know, when we consider that slogan, it was coined by
Thomas Campbell and has been repeated and repeated and I'm sure you've had it repeated to you |
don't know how many times... And how many times have our preachers mentioned that? "Where the
Bible speaks - we speak. "Where the Bible is silent - we're silent." You know, one of the things that
statement does... that little brief statement there... It teaches us (or it shows us) where the parameters
are for us. You know: Where the Bible is, where the Bible speaks - we're in that. And where the Bible is
silent - we avoid that. You know, the focus for every Christian should be centered upon the scripture. And
if it's centered upon the scripture, then regardless of what Satan is going to present, | believe that we
will be ready for that. We may take us a lit a bit of study and such as that but we will be prepared for
that. The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15, he says, "Be diligent..." or the KJV says,
"study" "...to present yourself approved unto God, "a worker that does not need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” You know what the newborn babe needs is; study... to learn. Patience... to
learn. And put his trust and confidence in the Word. What you and | need to learn also is patience and
study of the scriptures. And we learn that; here is where the answer is. Here is the direction of life that
we're to go. You know, having God's word, | believe we can defeat Satan. | believe we can defeat the
deceptions of Satan. It may not be easy and as Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:13 he said, "Hold
fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ
Jesus." In other words, the scripture (God's Word) is where we stand is where we hold that. And you
know, we're not to go beyond that. The doctrines of men... you know what they've done? They've sown
the seed or planted the idea of giving man a false hope of security... a false hope that they have a home
in Heaven. And you know, | think how sad that is. When you think about the scriptures/what the Bible
says, and all of the doctrines that we find in the world today and how they're believed and you know |
can't help but believe that there's not sincere people in those groups. But you know what? As sincere as
they may be they can be so sincerely wrong. And you know it's not for us to be proud of. It's not for us to
say, "Well, you know we're the only ones that have the truth." Well, if we study the Bible (you know) we



will be on the side of righteousness. We will be on the side of truth. And if we follow the scriptures and
do not deviate from that, we will find salvation. Listen to what the Apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 2:20-
23 (and | realize there's some ramifications in this verse about the old law and such as that of the Jewish
background in that) But listen to what he says because | think it applies. He says, "Therefore, if you died
with Christ from the basic principles of the world, "why, as though living in the world, do you subject
yourselves to regulations? "(21) Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle, (22) which all concern things
which perish with the using "according to the commandments and the doctrines of men? (23) These
things indeed have an appearance "of wisdom itself is self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect
of the "body, but are of no value against the indulgence or the satisfying of the flesh." You know what it
means? And | think what | basically would take from this passage is this; If it's not in the scriptures - we
leave it alone. We don't touch it. We don't taste it. We don't handle it. Where we need to remain and
where we should be faithful at is what the Bible teaches. And you know, Jesus warned the people there
in Matthew 15:8-9. He said, "The people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me." "(9) In vain they worship me teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men." You know, one of the things that we should know is this; the sower when he
went out to sow, he sowed the seed of the kingdom. You know, only that seed is going to produce a
harvest that's going to be bountiful. The sower realized that not everyone was ready to receive that.
Some fell on various types of soil, but what only fell on the good soil is was what produced the result on
that. You know the teaching of the gospel and only the preaching of the gospel... And you know | think
this is what Campbell meant on that... and | think this is what our brethren mean whenever we say
that... whenever we repeat that... Our authority is not in the authority of men. Not in the writings of
man, not in any of that, our authority has to come from the scripture. And if it comes from any place else
it's not authority, it's a deception on our part. You know the apostle Paul stated about his life or his
teaching (and | think it was valuable for what he said) Because in Acts 20:27 he said, "For | have not
shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God." You know, what was it that Paul wanted to teach?
What was that Paul wanted the people to know? He wanted them to know what the Bible said. He
wanted them to know what God's word was. You know if we add to that, it's going to be sort of like the
farmer that went out and added all these other seeds to his harvest. And you know, because of that, he
had a little bit of rye, had a little bit of wheat, he had a little bit of barley, had a little bit of milo, had a
little bit of corn... But that was not what he wanted. He wanted a field of corn. And you know, you take
the Bible... you take the scripture, and if you add all of these other doctrines into it... What are you going
to have? You're going to have a mixed group. And you know what? It's not going to be profitable for
anyone. And you know, if you take the Bible and then add a little bit of you know this group's teaching...
If you take the Bible and add a little bit of this group's teaching... and if you take the bible and add a little
bit of that group's teaching... you know what you've got is a tossed salad in the end. You know, it's not
scripture. It's not that which is saving. The apostle Paul even went further on that, he said that he
shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God. But you know what? Whenever he came down to this,
in Galatians 1:8-9 he says, "But even if we, or an angel of heaven, preach any other gospel to you "than
that which was preached, let him be accursed. (9) As | have said before, and so now | say again, "if
anyone preaches any other gospel than what you have received, let him be accursed." You know, as Paul
warned the Galatian brethren, you know he said, "If | teach anything, if an angel teaches anything
different than the scripture let him be accursed." You know that's harsh. And whenever the religious
world hears that... | mean you're going to hear... | mean they're going to be up in arms about that! But
what the bible says about it is; they're wrong. And you know what? | don't believe that the majority are



going to be right. | don't believe that the majority are going to be right. But | believe there will be a few
that are right. And you know, | think we could see it in our congregations. There are congregations
among us that are larger than others. There are congregations that are smaller. But you know what?
When you look at compare that to our largest (I guess you would say) with the denominational world...
We're not even a drop in the bucket hardly compared to them. | ask the question then: Where would
you rather be? Where can you be and have a guarantee or an assurance of Heaven? You know, in
concluding one more scripture, 2 Timothy 4:2 the Apostle Paul told Timothy he says, "Preach the word!
Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, and exhort with all long-suffering and teaching."
You know, this is what we do, brethren. Whether it's accepted or not... whether it's received by the
multitudes or not. The multitudes rejected Jesus, why would we think they would not reject us? The
multitude crucified Jesus! Why would we think that the multitude would not receive us? When we stand
for truth, | don't believe it means that we're to think small. When we preach the word, | don't believe it
means that we're to think small. But what we're looking for is that good soil. The seed that fell on that
good soil was that seed that produced a hundredfold. And you know, this is what we're looking for; is
that good and honest hearts.



