
Good Afternoon, and it's good to be back again - back in the House of the LORD. I've enjoyed the day so 

far and the association - it's been great. Speaking with you all... I just don't get out here enough to catch 

up so this is a great catch-up-day for me. I'm thouroughly enjoying seeing everybody that's here. During 

lunch, you know, we were talking about a lot of different things like; Oil, the price of oil and the 

commodity... how it goes up and down. We talked a little bit about cars and the value of cars. And how 

that has continued to raise up and we were talking about the fact that... You can buy a pair of tennis 

shoes for the same price as some of the cars we were talking about earlier at lunch. Financing for 

$25/month sounds pretty good but we don't get that anymore. You know, we talked about different 

commodities but... I think that the biggest commodity we have in this life is often overlooked. I think the 

biggest commodity that God has given us ... I think the biggest commodity that God has given us is time. 

I don't know of a bigger commodity that I can put more value in... or more attention to than time. I don't 

know if you're like me but if you've ever looked back and said, "Man, I wish I would have started this 

back when I was 18." "Man, I wish I would have done more studying back when I was in my teens or in 

my 20s." Or, "Man, I wish I would have..." (Like we were talking about at lunch) "had ear plugs in back 

when I was standing next to heavy equipment... "And if I would have started that stuff back then, Where 

would I be today?" That commodity is so valuable to us. But you know what the neat thing about it is? 

It's just as valuable now as it was 20 years ago. The value of time is just as good now as it was 20 years 

ago. There's no diminishing value. If I start something now, it... just is a still a valuable use of my time. 

Now, I'll tell you when I started this study on time it was something that usually if I start a lesson it's 

something I was thinking on or a passion or something that's been on my heart and this is one thing on 

my heart. Was, "What does the Bible say about time?" And I'll tell you now if I was to tell you everything 

that the bible was to say about time we would be here for hours. There’s not enough time in this service 

to even touch the surface of it. And I’m not just talking about generic time, the different facets of time 

because as I have pointed out in my notes and we may get through half of them. There is so many 

different aspects of time that we need to consider and be aware of as Christians in order to value what 

time is to us. To take advantage of it to take hold of it and kind of like in the invitation this morning you 

know now is the best time to repent or now is the best time to be baptized but now could be Monday 

morning at 7 am now could be Friday at 3 in the morning wherever now is... is the most valuable time in 

your life you know we often make plans in life, I have a calendar I make plans (ask Mindy) I am an over-

planner but I will plan things in the future like crazy and that future changes. It constantly... there is 

something different going on and my future changes the thing that I always have the most control over 

is right now I don’t know about tomorrow. I don’t know if I’m going to lose my job. I don’t know if… so 

you know we were planning a trip to Tennesse through Nashville and that bridge went out on us a 

month before we planned that trip. It had messed up our plans. I couldn’t plan that out, but in the 

moment I could make a decision on what we were going to do then. So now is always the best time and 

I’m not saying we don’t plan for things. I need to plan for my bill at the end of the month. But time is 

such a valuable asset not only in the bible but when I start looking at society and how society values 

time and what we do with time, it’s amazing at all the stuff. I could exhaust you my introduction.  

Well, let me give you a few examples of what society does with time and consider how much we put 

value on it. You know, it’s used in sports, you know; the buzzer-beater... before time runs out... got get 

that shot... Time outs to preserve time in sports. You know you call a time out and time stops. The two-

minute warning to warn of impending time expiration. You know products are used as a way to measure 

time. The cell phone with minutes... we get used to, maybe now it’s unlimited, but we used to get 

charged by the minute; A bowling lane rental is by the hour, car rentals, loyalty discounts after years of 



membership, expiration dates. If my milk is ready to expire, I want to know when it’s going to expire so I 

can throw it out the window. Due date for babies, due date for books, your 8-5 workday, your banker’s 

hours, your lunch breaks, your measures of productivity, your measurable trends. Opening of the stock 

market is precise on its time. Your schedule, we all have watches. We value that time. Calendars, diaries, 

time capsules. The Lord’s Day is a set time. Medical recommendations: 8 hours of sleep, 30 minutes of 

exercise, 2 hours of waiting before swimming after you eat. There is a time to rest, there is a time to 

work.There is milestones. There is birthdays, anniversaries, retirement, driving age, senior citizen, 

eligible age to marry. We have a church service time, and as Dale pointed out we were on time because 

we knew that time. We look when to travel. We saved time, just in time, we get robbed of time, we lose 

time, we have all the time in the world. This time will be different. This stands the test of time. It’s been 

proven time and time again. But no not one of us is powerful enough to stop the march of time or slow 

it down. We have no control over that. We live in it, we accept it, we make the most of it and that’s the 

best we can do. Time leads to the development of things. Cheese gets better over time. Production of 

fruits and harvest; Those farmers know the time that is… to start planting that seed and the time to pull 

that product out of the ground. It's very meticulous.  

God has created time in the universe to be very precise. You know if the world didn’t turn at a certain 

speed or a certain rate of time we would just… we would not exist because the... (My mind is drawing a 

blank here) (What keeps us on the ground? haha) Gravity and all that would not be at the perfect 

format. God has perfect time in his creation. Yeast takes time to rise. Attributes of time; it’s involuntary, 

irreversible, required, measurable, absolute, it can feel slow or it can feel fast, and it measures items 

that we do throughout the day. We specify times in history in time. We all know what 1776 was, it’s the 

independence of our country, wasn’t it? We all know what July 4th is. It’s a specific time we remember. 

Natural measurements of time; the sunrises and the sunsets. You know what the neatest thing about 

time is? Is if you go on the AccuWeather on your phone app... You can look at the weather and it’ll say 

today is going be a high 95°F. By the way, the sun is going to rise at, I don’t know what it is, 6:59 AM. 

They got it down to the minute. And the sun is going to set at 8:43 PM. There is exact measurements of 

time in God’s universe where things just happen on those marks. Seasons, 7 days in a week, moon 

position and size, sun position, the planets and the stars. 

You ever think back to a moment in time and cringe? I have. I’ve looked back and thought “Ooh, I 

remember that moment and that was not a good moment for me.” That moment of time is solidified in 

history. You know just a couple quotes and we’ll get into actual scripture here because that’s where the 

meat of the matter is. But Benjamin Franklin says, “Time is Money”. It’s been said, “Time waits for no 

one.” “Lost time is never found again.” And I like this one, Theophrastus says, “Time is the most valuable 

thing man can spend.” And there is a lot more I’m going to bear you the extent of this but the point 

being is; time is relevant. It is very relevant to each and every one of us and it’s how we use that time 

that makes it important here. The word time or times appears 768 times in the King James Version. That 

is a lot of times and a lot of subject matter. But subjects that we can relate to this, and we are not going 

to get to all of these, but you think about subjects you can talk about with it: Time management, 

Patience and long-suffering, Time is fleeting, Redeem the time, "We do not know the hour nor the 

time", "Remember thy creator in the days of thy youth", Ecclesiastes, Solomon, "there is a time for this 

and a time for that". "The end of time", "Now is the time", "A time such as this", "Time is a vaper." "Time 

ages things", "Time is of the essence", and I can go on and on and on... But we just want to touch on a 

few of these.  



But I will tell you now; age and time is nothing that is guaranteed to us. I wasn’t born and had 

guaranteed “Jared you will have 85 days... or 85 years on this Earth” That has never been promised to 

me. I may not even have tomorrow. Tomorrow is a gift, (or if we’re saved it may not be a gift because 

we want to get to Heaven) but time is not guaranteed to me. Those who have passed early vs those who 

have lived long lives. We all probably know someone who passed before their time and you’re probably 

thinking, “That was early.” But it’s not guaranteed to us. Maybe it’s unexpected, maybe it’s a surprise, 

we didn’t see it coming but those who’ve lived their full lives you see those my great grandparents lived 

to 104... I believe... and they lived a long life but in the span of it they would tell you, "It didn’t feel like 

104 years." My great-grandma says, “I still feel like a little girl inside.” Nothing had really changed with 

time. It sounds like a lot but whether you have 20 years or if you have 100 years... your time is of the 

essence, it is valuable. You know, a couple of Bible examples before we start getting into our subject 

matter. We are never too old or past our time to serve God in His Vineyard. And we are never too young 

to start doing what God says. Let me give you a couple examples here; Abraham was 75 when he was 

asked to go to the promised land. 75 years old... that’s when we start reading about Abraham in the 

Bible. Abraham was 100 when he had his first son. When they had their son together. Moses was 80 

when he led the children on Israel. At the Age of Accountability, we can also do great things in God’s 

service. King Josiah was 8 when he ruled over God’s people and a few years later would restore the law 

that was sitting gathering dust in a temple that nobody had ever heard of. 8 years old! Jeremiah was 17 

when God called him to minister to the people of Judah. Samuel was around 12 when God called him to 

His ministry. But whatever our age, we understand that time is not promised to us as Proverbs 27:1 tells 

us. Now let’s talk about this for a minute, the first subject I want to talk about is God and His laws are 

timeless. And I think this is important today to remember because as we talked about in the lesson this 

morning... It’s easy to become callous or jaded in the fact that I now live in 2021. And what happens in 

2021, they don’t understand back in 33 A.D. ...or 40 A.D. It was different back then. You know, "Now-a-

days it needs to read more like THIS... in the Bible..." And that’s not the case at all. The Bible is clear on 

this that the Bible does not change and God does not change. The argument that we live in different 

times or that we need to change with the times is not a valid excuse. The Bible is clear that time does 

not change, the commandments that are given to us do not change. And we have no right to change 

them based off; trends, fads, political swings, or the prevalent acceptance of the majority. 2 Peter 3:8 

says, “But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day.” Time for God over two thousand years isn’t much different in other words. 

To God, it’s just a leap in the day. God did not change with times, we changed with times. Or in Hebrews 

13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” Nothing changes with that over time I 

can’t change with that over time. I can’t say “Well, because it’s accepted now it’s got to okay...” You 

know as we read back this morning, Paul was provoked with this stuff and we must also be provoked 

with this. Are we provoked over things that would be trendful? Or lawful now? Or accepted? Because 

we need to be provoked with these things. If we are not provoked, then we need to consider the word 

again and we need to grow in our faith because these things should provoke us because Christ hasn’t 

changed, Christ hasn’t changed, mankind has changed Christ hasn’t changed, mankind has changed and 

Christ will never change. Unlike the river who’s waters cut at the banks and changes the course and 

directions, God’s banks do not erode nor do they go with the flow. God’s banks are solid. There is a time 

for everything but change is not one of them. Another point, and I’m going to go through these rather 

quickly, but another thing is understand that time is short. If you ask anybody that’s gone through the 

years and you say, “Man, it probably seems like a long time” They will say “no it doesn’t.” You know for 



me I’m just trying to think back where those 28 years went when I gave that first lesson we talked about. 

28 years where did that time go? I mean it’s been so... it’s gone so quickly. But be aware we are all on a 

train moving down the tracks of life and no one can stop it and no one can make it go any faster. 

Everything happens within it. We respect time and respond to life in the order that it was intended to 

work and as Solomon says, “He has made everything beautiful in its time” Ecclesiastes, I won’t read, but 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 says that “There is a time for everything” and if you get a chance read through that, 

but there is time for these things.  

But understand that time is short. You know we think quite the contrary sometimes; When did the kids 

grow up? When did I start getting gray hairs? It feels like just yesterday. You know, when we were kids, 

for those, there’s really no younger kids in here... but for those, when we were kids, you remember 

back, time seemed to drag didn’t it? And then it just starts moving like a freight train, faster and faster. 

And you look back on your canvas of life and you consider the things you’ve done and it doesn’t seem 

like it was all that long ago. You know the Bible is colorful in the description of our brief tenure where 

James calls life a "vapor", Job calls it a "shadow", David calls it a "breath". (It’s) "Frail", "caught in a 

flood", "as the lifespan of grass", "like a sigh" and "soon to be cut off". Life goes so quickly. And in all of 

this it teaches us to number our days. And if we get to that, I hope we get to that, but the Bible says “It 

is moving", "you need to value [it]" and "number your days". Take advantage of the time you have 

because now is the time that is promised, Right this moment.  

To have understanding that today is important and we must be living with the understanding that we 

could be called away at any moment. Psalms 90:12 says “So teach us to number our days, That we may 

gain a heart of wisdom.” and in James 4:13-15 it says “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we 

will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit (14) whereas you do 

not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little 

time and then vanishes away. (15) Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or 

that."  

It’s the Lord Wills isn’t it? Lord willing we will do this, Lord willing we will do that. But nothing is 

promised, nothing is guaranteed. And that is a very sobering mindset when I can wake up in the morning 

and I can remember these words. Because whenever I do, it seems like that is my most productive day. 

Whenever I understand, Today is the day I have. "What will you do in this day?" And I can plan for those 

things with the understanding of urgency and say, “Today I can influence my children." "Today I can help 

steer their path." "Tomorrow I may not have them." They may be gone away - they’ll be their own 

person. Today, I have to be with the congregation and do this or that and lead the congregation in this 

direction. Today I have. It’s today, it’s not tomorrow. And if we get to it we’ll read about the sluggard 

and about tomorrow and it’s not a pretty picture. Psalms 144:3-4 David so eloquently says, “LORD, what 

is man, that You take knowledge of him? Or the son of man, that You are mindful of him? (4) Man is like 

a breath; His days are like a passing shadow.” You think over thousands and thousands of years 

somebody once stood, thousands of years ago, in your position and said “I got all the time in the world.” 

Their times passed, their’s is gone, ours is now. This is us today and this is our opportunity to take 

advantage. I’ll hasten on, there are several other verses I can read on this. But moving forward, don’t 

worry about tomorrow. We can’t worry about tomorrow. I’ll tell you I sit here sometimes and I stress 

over things because I’m a "stresser". And I’ll worry and worry and worry. And I got to thinking, “What’s 

my biggest worry?” It’s what’s gonna happen, it’s always what’s gonna happen. It’s not what’s 

happening right now. Usually, if I’m worried about something, it’s not even happened yet. It’s the fear of 



the unknown. It’s not the fear of here now. Once I’m on a rollercoaster... well it depends on the 

rollercoaster, I’m probably okay once I’m actually going down the hill... but when I’m going up that hill 

like this, I’m nervous. It’s worrying me. Same thing with tomorrow guys. Tomorrow is tomorrow. Let me 

think about today and not worry about the future and hopefully some of our stresses we can cut back 

on too. Because we are not even promised that. After dwelling on the reality of a fleeting life, it can be 

easy for most to take this news as troubling, depressing, and scary. It’s always tomorrow. This was never 

God’s intention, it was never God’s plan for us to worry about tomorrow, was it? We shouldn’t have to. 

Our God is a God of Peace who doesn’t want us to worry. I think worry can be healthy at times, or 

anxiousness can be healthy, but when it’s about tomorrow, there is no need for that. Philippians 4:6 

which says “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God;” The neat thing about it, is I don’t have to be anxious or worried 

about these things. I let God handle that. And I can not worry about tomorrow, not worry about things 

that might happen, or things that are happening now. But give it to God and let Him, through prayer and 

supplication, help you. You know I can fret, and stew, and stress over just about anything. You know like 

I said most of the time it’s in the future, not knowing what the future holds, and the variables. The Bible 

clearly tells me not to do this. The beauty in this Christian life is we can make a request known to our 

God and take away that anxiousness. Matthew 6:27 make things clear where it says, “Can any one of 

you by worrying add a single hour to your life?” What benefit do I have and even in the stature of time 

by worrying? It’s not doing me any good from a time perspective. I’m not gaining anything from it. There 

is no benefit from worrying. Have you ever been worried? So worried it affects those around you? Your 

stress comes out in frustration or you find yourself unmotivated? You know if we could worry less, and 

not worry about the things that God says we don’t have to bear ourselves, we could be so much more 

productive. I speak for myself, I can be so much more productive. If I give a lot of this to God. Especially 

those things that are in the future. Proverbs 27:1 says “Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not 

know what a day may bring forth.” Isn’t that true? How many times has a day changed our plans? I 

mean, it takes one moment in time and all of a sudden our plans change, don’t they? Don’t even boast 

about tomorrow because it’s not even here yet. Another point, moving on; don’t look back but look 

ahead. We can’t go backwards and as much as I want to stew on the "bozzo" and "bonehead" things I’ve 

done in the past, I can’t do that. I look to the future because the future is where the… I’m not going to 

future… the present is where the opportunity is, right? Right now is what I can change. I can’t go back 

and change the past. But I can certainly make an impact right now. You know oftentimes, if you’re like 

me do you ever find ways of making excuses for your future because of your past? “I’m insignificant.” 

“I’ve messed up.” “I’ve made errors.” “I’ve made mistakes in my past.” “I’m not good enough.” “You 

know so-and-so has never done this and they’re better than me.” And I have found myself being less 

than adequate in my own mind because I’ve looked back at my past and say “I’ve done some pretty… 

some stuff I’m not proud of..." "So thus, my future - I’m going to hold myself back from being better.” 

Regret, past trends, current trajectories can be easy excuses for what we can't do. Just because we 

never have or have failed in the past or have been told we can’t doesn’t mean we can’t try and improve. 

You know when try to run a 5K, I’ve been trying do that now for about 5 years now guys. I used to be 

able to do it, I’ve been trying again for 5 years. But one thing I know about a 5K is this: I don’t start off on 

day one running a 5K. I start on day one walking half a mile maybe. And then maybe I walk like .6 miles. 

And then maybe I’m running .6 miles. And I build up to that. I can start that today though but if I never 

start today like I haven’t, I’m never going to get to that 5K. But if I start today and say “You know what? I 

can start today and get that half-mile in, and then at least I’m a step forward." You know spirituality 



speaking, why can’t we do that to? Why can’t we say... “You know I’m not as versed in the Bible and 

sitting down to Bible study with someone - it doesn’t come easy for me.” But what does that take? Read 

a chapter, you know read a book, read a little bit, memorize a scripture, then add another scripture, 

then add another book and then start that process of growing. But that doesn’t start till now when you 

say “I’m going to start that right now.” The hardest thing for us, for me, is to be motivated right now. To 

start the process, because sometimes those processes in the future, if you let them overwhelm you, look 

like mountains, don’t they? But we start today and start now. Philippians 3:12-13 the apostle Paul says 

here “Not that I have already attained," he wasn't there yet, "...or am already perfected;" "but I press 

on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me." "Brethren, I do not count 

myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do," "Forgetting those things which are behind and 

reaching forward to those things which are ahead,” In other words, I’m not there yet but I can do 

something about that today to get there. And if I start today, I’m at least a step forward then where I 

was yesterday.  

But I have to press forward. I got to know I can do this, little bits at a time, little chunks and take it on. 

You know we think of the apostle Paul as a powerhouse evangelist, and he was a pretty special person. 

But, you know what, he hadn’t already attained and neither have we and we have opportunity to reach 

in our spiritual lives. Another thing to remember, things happen in God’s time/ (and I have slashes on 

here sorry I was trying to incorporate a few but,) things happen in God’s time, we don’t know the time 

He will come back, it’ll happen fast, and God is forever. We’re creatures of control where we like to 

know the outcome, the time. You can ask Mindy, I probably drive her crazy sometimes: “Mindy, when is 

this?" "How long is it going to be?” When is this going to last? I need to know, I need to have control 

over something here.” And we’re creatures of control, aren’t we? We like to have control and feel solid 

about something because when we just let ourselves go, you know like in things such as faith, it's... you 

need solid ground, that’s where you have to have faith. But people can often live with the assumption 

that they’ll have control over everything when in reality, they don’t. There is an authority over all that 

controls the seasons and the times and these things just aren't for us to know. Acts 1:7 it says, “And He 

said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own 

authority.”” We gotta trust that part of it and understand that we have today and we have now. 

Because everything else is not promised and is out of our control. We don’t know. You know Jesus could 

come back here after services. We don’t know that. He could come back in 20 years. We don’t know 

that. But the point is, if I’m ready today and I’m doing what I can today, at least when He does come, I’ll 

be ready. But we have to have patience with our time. Do we have patience to let things take their 

course? As much as we get patience to wait for roses to bloom or crops to grow, ... or a wound to heal, 

or a person to mature in the family of God... We gotta have patience, patience is the key. And how, oh 

how, I lack that often times in my own life. It’s God plan. How much do we live in a time of 

instantaneous results? That’s to our detriment. We think it’s progress but instantaneous results are… 

they’re to our detriment in a lot of ways if you think about it. You don’t have to wait to get home from a 

trip to check the answering machine anymore, you got your cell phone. You don’t have to wait for food 

to cook in the oven for hours sometimes when you can have a microwave and you can put in a 

microwave. Trips from city to city, you think back from when folks used to travel to Jerusalem for days 

we could have been there in a couple of hours, instantaneous. <snaps fingers> And so we live with an 

understanding of “things need to be like this” <snaps fingers> and they gotta come faster and faster. 



Everything at our fingertips, but nature does not work this way nor does God. We still have to wait for 

those crops. We still have to wait for the seasons. We still have to wait for Jesus to come back. 1 Peter 

5:6 says, “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due 

time,” You know how fast do I think oftentimes that I should be somewhere already in life. I should be 

here and this is where I expect to be and I want to be here now. But in reality God’s got a time for me 

and if I do what He says, I mature into processess or pieces of my life that I should be as I go through a 

course of nature. It’s part of God’s time. But in addition, we need to be remembered to be prepared at 

all times. Much of the story of the 10 virgins, and for time sake we’re not going to go over it, but we 

understand that there were some that were prepared and some that weren’t. They were prepared 

today. They weren’t waiting to be prepared tomorrow. When that time came, they were ready. Much 

like we need to be also. It says in Matthew 25:13 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor 

the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” God’s time we don’t know and Acts tells us it’s not for us 

to know. You know if we knew, You know if we knew what big time that the world was going to end or 

our final breath would be... How many people would just do whatever they wanted to? And then one 

day “You know, Hey, I got until tomorrow let’s go repent and move forward.” But in reality, we live a life 

of service, not knowing that day and we do it out of love and respect. Not because we know it’s coming, 

but because we love God and we love His word. We don’t know what tomorrow may bring or when we’ll 

be called to judgment. Such as the rich man, and you can read that in Luke 12, the rich man he was 

building bigger and bigger barns and before he could enjoy the fruits of his labor he was called away but 

his investment was things of an earthly nature And he was not preparing for those things of the future. 

He probably thought “I got more time. I got 10, 15, 20 years.” He didn’t. And at that point, he was called 

away before he could enjoy the treasures he laid up on Earth.  

Moving forward, We look forward to eternal things, not things of time. The Bible is clear that things of 

this Earth they rust, they decay, they go away. And I love the verse so much of the person that views 

Heaven as a treasure And they view it like a treasure where they sell everything that they have. And I’m 

thinking, “Am I there in my life?” And I’m not saying we go out and sell our houses and cars, that’s not 

what that verse is saying. It’s saying that your dedication is so strong that you will move anything out of 

your schedule, out of the way, to make Heaven your priority and your treasure. And how much do I do 

that in my day? Am I making that a priority and a treasure? Where my focus, regardless of how many 

years I have ahead of me, is “I see Heaven out there and that’s what I’m aiming for is Heaven” Because 

that is our direction in life. You know it says in 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 “Therefore we do not lose heart. 

Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day." This is 

good news stuff... You know, we often think of time passing as a, "Bad news story" It's not a bad news 

story. Yeah, the body may be moving on, but the spirit (the inward person) is... we're getting stronger. 

We're better than we were yesterday. But it's so hard to see that part of it when you look from a 

physical aspect and Heaven is not your treasure. You're not looking ahead. But he goes on to say, "For 

our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal eight 

of glory, While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the 

things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” Man, I like that 

word, "eternal". You know something that I have been thinking about lately and I don’t know if I’ve… I 

think I’ve mentioned this to Mindy or not… Is when I think of something eternal and I’m thinking “how 

do I put my treasure in that thing that is eternal?” And trying to rack your brain about that and I have 

some memories I love. You know I have places as a kid we would vacation and it’s just a warm, fuzzy 

feeling. I wish I could go back there and enjoy that. And the things of this world: a get-together, a 



restaurant, a house, anything you can think of. Think of the most beautiful, warm, fuzzy feeling that you 

can think of on this life that you have ever had. And you just hold on to. Heaven is better than that and 

it’s eternal. And it doesn’t end and it lasts forever and ever and ever and there is nothing in this world 

that I can experience or hold on to that’s going to be any better than that. And all of a sudden my mind 

starts thinking, thinking “Man if it’s better than that I want to be there.” If it’s better than that best 

thought, that’s where I want to be because that’s a pretty good memory. And it far exceeds that. And all 

of a sudden it’s easy to focus on Heaven knowing the beauties and the fact that it is eternal.  

Moving quickly, let’s see where we want to go. Redeem the time, the time is now. I’ll skip down to this 

one. We’ve talked about this a little bit but the Bible is very clear over and over again. Now, Now, Now, 

Now, Now… And the Bible, it pounds it in that Now is the time that you need to do something. Not in a 

year or not in a week, spiritually speaking, not 10 years from now. It’s now. Ephesians 5:14-16 says, 

Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light. See then 

that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, (16) redeeming the time, because the days are 

evil.” Am I redeeming the time? Am I somehow taking this hectic crazy day that we have in our life and 

making it productive for God somehow? That’s hard to do isn’t it? Have you ever had a day where you’re 

just... you're drained? I woke up early, I fought traffic, I went to work, I fought traffic back... came home 

and had to mow the lawn, then I had to go… go out and you know go visit somebody. Then I had to do 

this and I had to do that and do this and the next thing you know it’s 10 o’clock and all I have time for is 

to lay my head. Well, I’ll tell you what. The next day is going to be like that and so will the next day and 

so will the next day. It’s setting our priorities and redeeming the time now and saying “I got to fit this 

stuff in somewhere.” Because if I don’t, I can make excuses every day of why I can’t do such and such. 

Why I can’t read a chapter. Why I can’t pray to God. Why I can’t teach the neighbor kids or coworkers. 

You have to make the time and that’s the way that it works. I’ll tell you I just this weekend I was telling 

Mindy “When do we stop?” I mean it’s been out of town, it’s been kid stuff, it’s been this, it’s been that. 

It’s like there is no time for anything. My to-do list is backing up and it will always do that and that’s why 

I have to make the time and dedicate time to things of God. As He says here, “Redeem the time, use it 

wisely.” And here is one of my most favorite ones, and if I can use this as a closing, I think I have another 

one at closing similar but this one is one that I really like Romans 13:11-12 and this is your call to action 

if you will. The call to action comes here in this verse and it says “And do this, knowing the time, that 

now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 

(12) The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us 

put on the armor of light.” There’s intensity in the Bible for… stop what you’re doing and stop in your 

tracks and consider your life and consider what, where you’re at and what you need to do.  

The urgency is always now. It’s never at a later point. Give me about a minute or two and we’ll wrap up 

here. So I don’t exceed your expectations. Matter of fact, we’ll close right here and I’ll say this. Time is 

important. When I look back and I say “Take account of your life span, Jared.” You could just go on a wall 

here and time it out, let me know where you were productive. Let me know what you did and looking 

back being ashamed of “Man I wasted years here. I wasted days here. Opportunities.” And look back and 

say “If…If I would have started here where would I have been at?” Instead of doing that just say “I have 

today and what can I do today?” You know I like the story of Esther. You know in that story of Esther, 

it’s… she had an opportunity in time. You know kinda like we talked about today I may not be apostle 

Paul. And I may not be as eloquent to go to my neighbors to preach to them like apostle Paul would. But 

you know what? I don’t have apostle Paul with me. That means I have the duty and the chore of doing 



that myself. That means it’s my time, my opportunity to make those advances and Esther I don’t know if 

Esther was extremely eloquent. I don’t know is she was inverted. I don’t know. But Esther, it says here in 

Esther 4:14, “For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the 

Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have 

come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" You don’t know if you’ve been planted in a certain spot 

for a certain duty or a certain chore. Or to do something that no one else is going to pass by. You may be 

that opportunity passing by somewhere to help somebody. I don’t know if, you know, anybody… 

Jonathan Edwards isn’t going to pop by my neighbor's house and start preaching to my neighbors. But 

I’m there, I’m right there and then. And the opportunity at the store, on vacation. I’m that opportunity 

and who knows if I would… have been called for a time such as this. That’s why it’s so critical. Last thing 

closing. 2 Corinthians 6:1-2, “We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive 

the grace of God in vain. (2) For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of 

salvation I have helped you. Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

Today is your day of salvation. It’s not tomorrow, it’s not next year. Your opportune time is always now. 

And whether now means tomorrow or now means whatever moment of time you’re in. That is your now 

that you need to seize the opportunity. 


