You know the Lord's day is a day that we set aside for the for the church. And it's the day in which the
church gathers to worship. We pray that all that we do and say is in accord with God's will when we
worship God. You know, | think, whenever we speak about worship, you know... | don't believe any of us
would say that worship can be conducted or is to be conducted in the way in which we feel. You know, |
think, in the religious world today a lot of people worship in a way that makes them feel good (or in
other words, If the way they feel is how they express themselves in worship). Or we could say this
probably that it's whatever they think to be appropriate in worship is to be acceptable in and and is
acceptable to God. You know, | don't believe that whenever we consider worship that we're looking
about pleasing ourselves but we should be looking about pleasing God. And our worship should be
directed in exactly that way. You know, the Christian is set apart from the rest of the world. | believe that
we are a chosen people and | believe that God has chosen us and He's set us apart from the rest of the
world. And so, therefore, | would expect that we would probably look at things differently than what...
maybe the people of the world would or the religious people of the world and such as that... You know,
because we believe the Bible and | think this is one of the things that sets us apart from all others. You
know, we believe the Bible is God's Word. And I'm not saying that others don't believe the Bible. But you
know, we believe that it is our Authority for the things that we do. It has the right to direct us, It has the
right to command us, It has the right to expect certain things from us. And so, therefore, we whenever
we're talking about worship (we're talking about pleasing God), the most logical place that we would go
and turn to would be the scriptures. | realize that that's not the case with everyone. You know, | realize
that a lot of people in the religious world would go to their churches and their laws or their order of
worship and such as that and the things that their... the Ecclesiastical authorities in those groups have
determined to be worship and what one should do. But you know, ours is quite simple: we take the Bible
for what it is, we take it as the book that commands us, we take it as the book that instructs us on the
pathway of righteousness and therefore we should follow that to the very best of our ability. In Acts 2
and | think when we're talking about worship | think it's good that we go back and see how they did it
back then. You know, when you're talking about rules for worship and such as that... You know, it would
be advantageous for us (I would say) to go back to the book and the time whenever the apostles were
living... whenever the prophets were living, because it was under their guidance and direction that the
church was formed, you know, in those early days and set the tune or... set in motion the things that
were to be done. In Acts 2:42 we find that after the church or after those disciples were baptized there
on the day of Pentecost... It said there in verse 42, he said, "And they continued steadfastly..." meaning
those that were baptized, | believe, "And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and
fellowship, breaking of bread, and in prayers." And of course, you know, this, | believe, outlines the very
things that we are to do in the in the worship service there. We're to pray, we're to study the Bible, |
believe. We're to have fellowship with one another, we break bread and we also pray. You know, these is
that... are the things that set the church, | believe, apart from all others. And whenever we talk about
this, we understand there was a "togetherness" (I guess | would say) of the church because they had
things common, they were together. And also the time for when they did these things... Or let's put it
this way - if you go back in that passage there he said they "had all things common..." in verse 44 and
had "sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all as anyone who had need." And then
they, "continued daily... continued daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house
to house, house they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart." You know, one of the things
that | think these passages (or these verses here) will agree with and that we need to concentrate on
(and that) is the fellowship that was involved in that early period. You know there was a closeness



among the Brethren. It was: they were of one group; they believed the same thing, they practiced the
same thing, and all things were common among them (in other words: it wasn't anything strange). And
because many had left their homes and such as that to come to Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost
there, many were away from where they originally came from. And probably for an extended stay, didn't
have the means or the... you know, the food... they couldn't, you know,... they didn't plan on bringing all
of that with them and such. And so the Brethren (those that had means) sold what they had and helped
out or they distributed among the others there. In verse 47 he said there they were "Praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily..." You know, we go back to
verse 42 and we see what they were doing. And those were more-or-less what | would say the
commands of it. From then on, we see an activity that the church was engaged in. They were concerned
about one another. They recognized that there was needs on the part of some of the Brethren and
therefore they tried to alleviate and take care of those needs. And this is what (I would say was what)
the church does, you know? We take the command of God, we follow it. We obey those commands, we
follow it as close as we can, and it also means this; that we're concerned about those that are around us.
We're concerned about our Brethren. We're concerned about the needs of the Brethren and the things
that they have. But whenever we're speaking about worship, we're speaking about something that is
different than all of this. We realize that the worship consisted of what | mentioned there in the
beginning according to verse 42 there they; had the teaching of the word, they partook of the Lord's
Supper, and all of these things, and prayer, and all of that was a part that was done (I believe) in the
worship itself. But how do we prepare ourselves for worship? And what are the things that we would
expect? You know if you were to ask this question (probably to those of the religious world) you might
hear something of this; "Well, we come together, we sing. You know, we do this and that..." But whether
it is actually according to the scripture or not... You know, worship begins, first of all, with a recognition
of God... of who God is and realizing that we serve the Living God. You know, it was Jesus was asked the
guestion back in Mark 12:28-30 The Scribe came to Jesus and and asks Him the question. He says,
"Which is the first commandment of all?" And we all know what Jesus's response was. Jesus replied
there, He says, "Here, O Israel, for the Lord Our God, the Lord is One. And you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, with all your strength. This is the first
commandment." You know, whenever Jesus said that... you know, He wasn't talking (I guess | would
say)... He wasn't asked the question, "What is the first thing in worship?" But you know, before we can
worship, we have to get things straight in our own mind, you know? We have to get right with us. And so
whenever he asked the question, "What is the first commandment?" The very first thing that an
individual has to do, | believe, is "get it straight what part God has in our life". You know? "Where does
he have?" | mean, "What position... (I guess | would say) that He has in our lives there?" And Jesus says
here, He says, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind,
with all your strength." Now, | would assume, you know, by that passage there - that we're saying that He
demands first place in that. He demands to be thought of first, before we think of anything more than
that. You know, he said there, "[There's] one God." He said, "The Lord our God is One." You know, He is
One. There's not a multiple gods... He's just One. You know, God has not suggested (I guess | would say)
that He be first in our lives. You know, He demands it. You know, He demands that we put Him first. In
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 He writes here... he says to Moses there he said "Hear, O Israel: the Lord Our God,
the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
strength." You know, this is a verse (I guess you would say) that Jesus was quoting there whenever He
was asked that question, "Which was the first commandment of all?" And | believe He pointed back to



that of Deuteronomy. And | think back in Deuteronomy there, you can find that God still is there with
that demanding that first place. You know, the very essence of worship | believe is this; that God has to
be placed first. It's not you, or |, or anyone else... It's God that is first place in our lives. In Exodus 20:3 he
says there, "You shall have no other gods before Me." You know, Dale has talked about that when he was
going through the Ten Commandments there. And, you know, he mentions there (to Israel) that they had
to put God first. Well, according to what Jesus said in Mark there, He still has first place in our... and
should have first place in our lives. Another thing we might note about worship when we're talking about
worship is that; worship is personal. You know, I'm not saying that no one else is involved in it there. But
what | am saying is that no one can worship for you. You know it? And | think a lot of people feel like
that, you know, they can... as long as somebody else is there, and somebody else is doing it, or
worshiping, or whatever you know... that they can feel a part of it. But you know, | believe that worship is
something that is individual. Each person is involved in it, each person must worship God. And | think in
the world today we've lost that. You know we've lost that responsibility... that individual responsibility.
But listen to what the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 12:1-2 there. Paul wrote, he said, "I beseech you
therefore, Brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God." You know, the Apostle Paul said that we are to present ourselves in worship here. (I
believe is what as or...) present ourselves as that living sacrifice. You know, whenever the sacrifice was
made that was made during worship there; they built the altar, they prepared the wood on the fire for
the fire, they had the animal that was sacrificed, and they offered that animal there on the altar there.
You know, we cannot worship for someone else. You know, the husband can't worship for the wife. And
the wife can't worship for the husband. The parents can't worship for the children. And the children can't
worship for the parents. You know, it would be nice. Wouldn't it? If that could be done (if you had a
wayward spouse or wayward children or something of that nature), and if you could worship for them
and everything would be all right, you know? "Be acceptable in God's eyes..." But that is not the case.
One of the things that the Old Testament sacrifice (I think) demonstrates is this; that they would (as |
mentioned before...) they would; take the animal there, they would prepare the altar, they would
prepare the wood, they would prepare everything have the fire and everything, and then that animal
was slain. And whenever you would bring that animal to the priest there... and for the priest to offer it.
You know, that you would put your hand on the the head of the animal with the knife in your hand
there... and you would slit the animal's throat there. Which was a signifying of a transferring of of your
sins to that animal. But we also find though, that that animal sacrificed his life, you know? | mean died
on that. You know, | think this demonstrates a total surrender to God. You know | believe when we...
under the Old Testament law it was not killing ourselves... but we were sacrificing an animal there. And
that animal died which was a total surrender of his being. You know, he wasn't just injured... he wasn't
you know taking off a portion of his body or something and that was given to God... his entire life was
sacrificed - the entire being of that animal was sacrificed. Whenever it comes to our worship to God, |
believe it is our entire being. You know, it's not just part of us but it means a complete (I believe)
surrender to God. You know, you cannot force someone to worship. You know, there again: it would be
nice, wouldn't it? If you could just, you know, force them to do that. And | think sometimes parents have
felt this way and I've heard things said maybe similar to this, but, "As long as you're in my house, you
know you're going to do it this way." You know, "You're going to do it that way whether you want to or
not." "If you don't want to do it, you're not going to be in my house." You know? And you know | asked



the question; Maybe there are certain things in life that you have to do that with? But you know what?
You can't force somebody else to worship. You know, whether they're near and dear to you or whether
they're far off from you - worship has to originate (and the attitude of worship must originate) within the
individual, the heart of the individual. And you know, | think sometimes that people ... when they
have/come to the church, for example, with a lack of knowledge and lack of understanding and all of
that. And as time went on, you know, | mean they were there physically and that. But maybe mentally
they were you know off in the cloud some place or whatever. But you know, after time maybe they've
grown to the point where they were drawn more and more into the worship. You know? | mean by
hearing the gospel and seeing the things that were around them that they became more involved in the
worship themselves. You know, if we could force someone to worship then evidently we could you know
Force somebody into heaven. But | don't believe we can force somebody into heaven, and | don't believe
we can force someone to worship. (Have) You ever heard that expression there that "You can lead a
horse to water but you can't make him drink"? You know, | mean you ... may try and that but until they're
ready to drink, you're not going to get that horse to drink. And | think this is the truth with the individual
too, you know? We can bring them to church, or we can present everything that's right for them, but
until they're ready, you know, it's not going to be... they're not going to worship and it's not going to be
acceptable to God. You know, we worship with the ... The body must conform, | believe, to the will of
God. But it also must originate from the heart. You know - from that which is inside, you know? It's not,
you know, like with a child or something that; you can force them to sit down, you can force them to be
quiet, and such as that... But it has to originate within the person. You know, ... Jesus said in

Matthew 4:10 He said about Satan there... He said, "...Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall
worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve." You know, whenever we recognize that it's
God that we worship, and it's He that takes that first place in our life there, we understand that then we
can worship, | believe, and worship God acceptably. You know, Satan was one that was going to impede
Jesus; on His worship, about His service and His obedience to God. He was trying to tempt him. He was
trying to turn Him aside. He was trying to get Him to do something that He shouldn't do. And it was
Jesus that said that, you know, to Satan to leave Him. He was not going to do that. You know, back in the
'60s (in '62 | believe it was not that | remember that but | happened to wanted to look it up to make sure
though) that Peter, Paul, and Mary - they sang a song there and you know one of the famous songs they
sung was, "Where have all the flowers gone? Long time passing..." And you know? | think that not
necessarily; we're looking for where the flowers went and such as that. But | think it is appropriate to
ask; Where are all the worshippers? You know? Where is everyone gone? You know the church is not the
same as what it used to be. And many have left the church, many have gone their own way. And, you
know, when it comes to faithful worship, we find there's fewer and fewer all the time, you know? About
putting things together... Which is really important or not? And you know, whenever it comes to worship
| think a lot of people feel like that you can do it but you know however you choose to do it... or however
you want to do it. And if it's close to what God commands then evidently it's okay. But you know, | think
that we need to remember "The well". You know and if you want to ask what the well is...? I've used this
illustration before but I'm going to try it again. And hope | can do this now but you know um... There was
a fellow, a rich guy, a rich man. He bought a farm, you know? And this is going to be representing of his
farm. But where he lived at... the farm that he bought was a long ways from where he actually lived. And
so he had a son. So, he told his son, "l want you to go to my farm. Right here to my farm and | want you
to develop it for me. You know, | want a house built on that farm." And he drew out the plans just like
this you know (probably a little more carefully than | did it) But he drew out the plans for it, and he said,



"You know, | want the house right here in this portion." So the son went and he did that. He bought

the ... No, made the house or built the house house right there. And he told the father about it... The
father said, "Yep that's exactly what | wanted there." And then he said, "You know, we need a barn in
here. We got a barn for the horses and cattle and such as that." He said, "l want you to build a barn
here." And so, the son, he built the barn right there, and father looked at it... you know he was pleased
with it - really, really happy and pleased with it. And up here (you know back that was whenever they
had chickens so he told them there) to put the chickens up here. You know? Make the chicken coop
there. And so the son did exactly that: he put the chicken coop right there. And then, you know, to take
care of the livestock he said, "I want you to plant a Big Field of Corn. | want you to put the corn right over
here in this area here." And so, you know, the son, he did that. He plowed the ground, planted the corn,
made the field of corn there. And everything was fine and then the father, he said, "l want you put a well
right here - right by the house." And of course, everybody knows how important the well is. You know,
on if you're preparing food or whatever you know you need that. You need it to drink with and all that.
And the son though, he thought, "You know, I'm not so sure about that, because we're going to have to
irrigate the corn and to have to transport that water from here to there. It would be better to put the
well over here, because it's going to take more water for the corn than it's going to take for the house."
And so he put the well over here (He took it out there.) But then, you know, the father asked about it, he
says, "Well, did you do everything that | said?" And of course, the son looked at it, he says, "Well,
absolutely! You know, | put the house here, the barn, here the chicken coop there. | put the corn here
and | put the well here." And the father looked at it, he says, "But | wanted the well here." And you know
what the son said was, "Well, you know a well is a well, you know? It has water in it here... It has water
in it there. What's the difference on that?" And the father said, "This is where | wanted it." You know? He
said, "This is where | put it." The son said, "This is where | put it." You know, | wonder how many times
that that's not happened in the religious world. You know, we coincide with God in a lot of things, you
know? God makes sense on a lot of things and so therefore; we put the house where he wants it, we put
the barn where he wants it, the chicken coop where he wants, and all that... But whenever it comes to
one thing that we don't want... You know... we reject it. So, | guess | would ask the question then; "How
many times did he do the father's will?" "How many times did the son do the father's will?" They can
say; "One, two, three, four... four out of five he did the father's will. And this he didn't." You know? But
you know, | would contend that he didn't do the father's will once, because you know what? It just
happened that he agreed with the father. He agreed with the father here... he agreed with the father
there... he agreed with the father there... but the moment he didn't agree was whenever he put the well
where he wanted it. And you know, | think about when we talk about religion... when we talk about
worship and that... You know, I'm not saying that all the religious world is wrong in everything they do. |
mean they can do some things that conform with the scripture. You know why whenever they get to the
point that hard place that they disagree with it they're willing to dig a well someplace else? They dig
their own well rather than follow the commandment of God. You know, our surrender, | believe, must be
complete. In Romans 1:25, the Apostle Paul writes, he says, "Who exchanged the truth of God for a lie,
and worshiped and served (the Creator rather than...) the creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen." And you know, | think about that; we have the gospel right here. We have the
book, you know? And yet how many times when it comes to worship, people have thrown the book
out... You know? And done it their way? But yet, they still (in certain areas maybe they) are doing
something that the Lord wants. But you know, we don't have the option, | don't believe, of doing any
part that God doesn't want. We have to do it according to His will and because He commanded it. Not



because, you know, it just happens to coincide with us... we will do it because of that. Worship means
that we magnify God - that we lift God up, we praise Him and He is the one that we worship. It means
that we surrender our lives 100% to God. In ... Psalms 34:3 he says, "Magnify the Lord with me, ... the
Lord with me, And let us exalt His name together." You know, worship is easier to be done with more
than one. You know, I'm not saying that one cannot exalt God, but | believe whenever we come together:
we raise our voices to God. We sing together. You know, wouldn't it be pathetic if | was the only one that
sung? | mean wouldn't that be a sorry service on that part? But you know what? Whenever we all sing,
whenever we all participate... we all have our parts... You know how much better it really is? You know,
whenever we gather we're showing the strength, | believe, of the church. We gather to glorify God. Not
to glorify ourselves and not to bring praise and honor directly to us. We exalt God and we worship Him.
We confess His greatness among us. We're faithful to Him and we lift Him up above all others and
everything that is done. Whether it be the singing, whether it be the preaching, whether it be the
praying, or whatever it is... it is to exalt Him and we are to do it faithfully to Him. You know, what are the
benefits of worship and putting God first in all things? Well, it's going to make; first of all, a stronger
church. It's is going to make everyone stronger and a better attitude about everything. You know, we'll
look back at where we were but we'll also look forward to where we're going. You know, we will grow.
We will grow spiritually and we will fulfill the commandments that the Lord has blessed us with to follow
throughout our lives. You know, worship whenever we talk about it is committing ourselves | believe
100% to him.



